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Oceana Belize launches Anti-Oil Referendum

Oceana Belize's Vice President Janelle ChanonaOceana Belize's Vice President Janelle Chanona
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UDP to discuss Saldivar's 
future following USA’s 

‘corruption’ designation 

UDP Chairman Michael PeyrefitteUDP Chairman Michael Peyrefitte

By Michelle Sutherland

Th e  U n i t e d 
D e m o c r a t i c 

P a r t y  ( U D P ) ’ s 
leadership wil l  be 
meeting to discuss 
e x - m i n i s t e r  J o h n 
S a l d i v a r ' s  f u t u r e 
within the party, UDP 
Chairman Michael 
Peyrefitte told The 
Reporter this week.

T h e  s c h e d u l e d 
m e e t i n g  f o l l o w s 
T u e s d a y ’ s  U . S 
Department of State’s 
announcement that 
they have designated 
S a l d i v a r  a s  a 
government official 
that had been engaged 
i n  “ s i g n i f i c a n t 
corruption.” 

P e y r e f i t t e ,  v i a 
WhatsApp text, told 
The Reporter, “It’s a 
designation that has 
to be taken seriously, 
bu t  I  wou ld  wan t 
John to respond first. 

I think it’s only fair to 
him.” Peyrefitte also 
confirmed that  the 
UDP will be meeting 
in the upcoming days 
to discuss Saldivar's 
f u t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e 
party.

The US Department 
of  Sta te’s  re lease , 
d a t e d  N o v e m b e r 
15th, 2022, informed, 
“The United States 
i s  d e s i g n a t i n g 
f o r m e r  B e l i z e a n 
M i n i s t e r  J o h n 
Birchman Saldivar 
for his involvement 
i n  s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o r r u p t i o n . 
Specifically, Saldivar 
a c c e p t e d  b r i b e s 
f o r  t h e  i m p r o p e r 
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f 
Belizean immigration 
d o c u m e n t s  a n d 
interfered in public 
p r o c e s s e s  f o r  h i s 
personal benefit 
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Peoples Constitution Commission launched

PCC Chairman Anthony Chanona and Commissioners taking oath at the launch.PCC Chairman Anthony Chanona and Commissioners taking oath at the launch.
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Belize submit Honduras' claim over 
the Sapodilla Cayes to the ICJ

By Michelle Sutherland

The Government 
o f  B e l i z e 

h a s  s u b m i t t e d  a n 
appl ica t ion  to  the 
International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in the 
Hague seeking a final 
and binding resolution 
to Honduras' claim to 
the Sapodilla Cayes.

The announcement, 
which came by way of 

a press release, dated 
Thursday, November 
17th, informed that 
the application was 
off ic ial ly  f i led on 
November 16th, with 
the registrar of the 
ICJ. This was done 
in accordance with 
international law in an 
effort to end the 
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There seems to be a great deal of 
frustration among the doctors, 
nurses and staff at the Karl 

Heusner Memorial Hospital, the 
Government’s premier medical and 
health institution, over what they 
describe as “the failing state of our 
health system”.

They complain about the “extreme” 
shortage of medical supplies and 
equipment, and the government’s 
cozy relationship with pharmaceutical 
suppliers. They protest about low 
salaries and pension problems and 
the lack of basic human resources. 
They want more transparency in the 
procurement of medical supplies and 
they want their Minister of Health to 
have at least some working knowledge 
of the intricacies and vital importance 
of the healthcare system.

The coalition accuses the Ministry of 
Health of putting lives at risk because 
of the “extreme” shortage of basic 
supplies, human resources and needed 
equipment.

They have given the government an 
ultimatum. Meet with us before the 
end of Friday, November 18 to discuss 
necessary changes in the health care 
system, or face unilateral action.

The group did not spell out what 
these “actions” would be, but medical 
professionals are too important a group 
to be ignored, and while the Essential 
Services Act does not allow medical 
professionals to go on strike, they 
have other resources at their disposal 
to cause Health Minister Mr. Kevin 
Bernard and the Briceño Government 
acute embarrassment. The group has 
strong support from the community 
which has to depend on the KHMH for 
survival in times of need. People can see 
for themselves without being told that 
healthcare in Belize has deteriorated to 
the point of frustration.

Now we all know that the COVID 
pandemic has put severe stress on the 
Belize health system and that GOB 
has had to divert scarce resources from 
other projects to control the pandemic. 
There is a broad consensus that the 
government has done a commendable 
job in saving lives and stopping the 
contagion. 

But we cannot sit on our laurels. New 
challenges arise every day. KHMH 
desperately needs help. It is no longer 
something we can ignore.

GOB is not being called upon to 
find the millions it will need to fix the 
problem. The call is a call for discussion. 
Come, let us reason together!

It is a plaintive call. GOB must find the 
time to listen. The Ministry of Health 
has a clear responsibility to sit down 
with these health care professionals 
and do whatever is in its power to 
bring relief to this crisis. Therefore, 
The Reporter is encouraged that the 
Minister has since met with these most 
important stakeholders. 

Editor Sir:

Today, 2nd October, is about mid-term for 
the FIRST term of the Three (3) terms the 
People’s United Party will have to serve 
going all the way up to 2035. Upon what 
ideas do I base my assessment?

So far, the PUP leader and leadership have 
been doing a darn good job! Belize, having 
been taken to the brink of  bankruptcy, 
the UDP and the world was advising the 
new political leadership to accept an IMF 
solution. Instead of taking the UDP beaten 
path of drastically reducing public spending 
by decimat ing the  Publ ic  Service ,  Mr. 
Briceno’s government persuaded them to take 
a ten percent cut in salaries and emoluments 
right across the board including themselves, 
the political directorate.

Of course, the main focus of this letter is 
not to glorify the PUP, but to seek to move the 
UDP, and the country, including of course, 
the PUP, unto the new path that Belize must 
walk to be alive in the new realities that 
will play out before us, which have already 
started.

It  should be abundantly clear that the 
People’s Republic of China wants to supplant 
America as the leading force in the whole 
world. The boasting and bluster against 
TAIWAN have provided abundant evidence 
of this. But what we did not know is now 
being revealed to us. 

We do not yet know what the deal with 
Nicaragua to build a Trans-Atlantic – Pacific 
Canal is. Does the agreement contain the 
crucial commitment to cede the canal if 

SERVE Nicaragua cannot repay the loan?
This is the problem for all of us – we need 

investment capital to develop. However, 
should material progress necessarily entail 
loss of freedom and independence?

Hong Kong was a thriving free society 
under British Colonial rule. As a part of 
Communist China it is no longer a free people 
with a government that respects all human 
rights.

Compare the behavior of China with that of 
America. Germany was a conquered nation in 
1945. Today, it is a free democracy – one of 
the top five economies of the world.

How about Japan?! Rising above the atomic 
dust of Hiroshima and Nagasaki for the past 
thirty years it has been vying against America 
to become the number-one world economy. 

How about the United Kingdom and her 
former colonies India, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand? India may soon surpass China 
as the leading economy in Asia.

I am an old man, thankfully now way above 
the pettiness of race, color, political ideas 
etc. However, because I am a human being, 
my greatest yearning continues to be a full 
experience of freedom. This means that I 
must have the capacity to make free choices, 
especially in the most important aspects of 
my life.

I must live with other people who accept 
that conscience, thine and nine is the greatest 
good in this life that I must not compromise.

So far I am unimpressed by the political 
leadership of the UDP. The last pronouncement 
of Mr. Barrow (Shall we call him MOSES or 
SHYNE)!?...

When will he tell the country that, like 
Mr. Price, the most important quality of 
leadership is to WIN TO SERVE…NOT SELF 
but OTHERS, NOT BECOME RICH!

Signed: Paul Rodriguez OBE

Belize submit Honduras's claim...
Cont’d from pg. 1
dispu te  be tween 

both parties involved 
concerning the full 
sovereignty over both 
the Sapodilla Cayes, 
including Seal Cayes. 

The entirety of the 
application as well as 
annexed documents 
is now available on 
the ICJ's website for 
viewing.

“The Government 
of Belize emphasizes 
that it has taken this 
measure to protect the 
vital interest of Belize 
in ensuring the full 
and final settlement 
of  al l  outstanding 
territorial disputes to 
Belizean territory. It 
has done so in support 
and furtherance of its 
friendly relations with 
Honduras,” the release 
states.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
Opposit ion’s cal ls 
for a referendum on 
the Pact of Bogota 
last month, Foreign 
Minister and Attorney 
G e n e r a l  Wi l f r e d 
“Sedi” Elrington told 

The Reporter that a 
referendum was not 
needed. 

Elrington explained 
t h a t  t h e  P a c t  o f 
Bogotá is simply a 
multilateral compact 
among countries in 
the Americas that is 
aimed at peacefully 
s e t t l i ng  d i spu t e s . 
Elrington went on to 
suggest that such a 
function is consistent 
and similar to what the 
Belizean public had 
already approved and 
agreed to via the ICJ 
referendum that was 
held in 2019.

For his part, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Hon. 
Eamon Cour tenay 
explained that  the 
2 0 1 9  r e f e r e n d u m 
h a d  c h a r g e d  t h e 
Government of Belize 
with a mandate to bring 
Guatemala's claim on 
Belize to an end and 
that the ratification 
of the Pact of Bogotá 
is merely a step in 
the execution of that 
overall mandate.

C o u r t e n a y  h a d 
explained to the Senate 

that it was anticipated 
that  the Honduran 
Government, which 
has a claim to Belize’s 
Sapodilla Cayes in 
its Constitution since 
1982, may attempt to 
intervene in the Belize-
Guatemala case, which 
is currently before the 
ICJ.

Courtenay had also 
e x p r e s s e d  G O B ' s 
concern that should the 

ICJ become aware of 
Honduras's claim there 
was a strong possibility 
they would not delimit 
the maritime areas 
that appertain to the 
Sapodillas, therefore, 
leaving a large portion 
of Belize's maritime 
entitlement unresolved 
and could even hinder 
the current process that 
is currently before the 
ICJ.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
JOB VACANCY: A vacancy exists for a House Cook. Requirements: 4-5 years experience in 

cooking Asian Anthentic Food. Job hours from 9:00am to 6:00pm. Only shortlisted persons 
will be contacted. Send Application to: beautyessentials2010@gmail.com.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that Ceiba Beach Limited of Maya 
Beach, Stann Creek District is hereby applying for a Hotel Liquor License for Mickey’s At 
Ceiba Beach. Situated in Maya Beach, Stann Creek District for the year 2023. Under the 
Intoxicating Liquors Act (Revised Edition) of 2000.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that Thomas Hudson of Maya 
Beach, Stann Creek District is hereby applying for a Restaurant Liquor License for Mango’s. 
Situated in Maya Beach, Stann Creek District for the year 2023. Under the Intoxicating 
Liquors Act (Revised Edition) of 2000.

Oceana Belize launches Anti-Oil Referendum
By William Ysaguirre

Oceana Belize has launched a nationwide 
drive to gather at least 20,000 signatures 

of registered Belizean voters to trigger an 
official referendum under the Referendum 
Act for a moratorium against offshore oil 
exploration or production. 

Oceana Belize Vice President  Janel le 
Chanona announced the start of the signature 
drive at Spoonah’s Cafe in Belize City on 
Thursday afternoon, November 17.

With a little over 190,000 voters registered 
on the electoral lists, the minimum 10 percent 
required by law to trigger a referendum 
would be a little over 19,000, but Chanona 
said they hoped to gather enough signatures, 
so that even if some were to be rejected 
due to any irregularity, there would still be 
enough signatures to oblige the Government 
of Belize to call an official referendum on 
the issue of an anti-oil moratorium.

Chanona explained to The Reporter that 
she had met with the Prime Minister and CEO 
in the Office of the Prime Minister Narda 
Garcia on Friday, September 9th, 2022, to 
discuss the matter of offshore seismic testing.

 S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g 
Prime Minister John Briceño had shared 
that  his  administrat ion intend to al low 
offshore seismic testing to explore and 
detect underground and undersea petroleum 
deposits, which Oceana Belize had sought 
to ban by an unofficial referendum over 10 
years ago. 

Given such a significant policy shift—
especia l ly  when i t  i s  recal led  that  the 
government had already enacted the Petroleum 
Operations (Maritime Zone Moratorium) 
Act 2017, which prohibits offshore drilling 
and exploration—Chanona informed that 
she advised the Prime Minister that the 
decision must first be put to the people via a 
referendum, and not after testing have been 
carried out. 

The most alarming fact is that the Blue Bond 
“debt for nature swap” agreement between 
The Nature Conservancy and the Government 
o r ig ina l ly  con ta ined  a  c lause  banning 
offshore oil exploration or production in 
Belizean waters, but the government had it 
removed, Chanona said. 

The Government’s Response
Via a late Thursday evening press release, 

the Government of Belize confirmed the 
September 9th meeting. 

“In the meet ing…the Prime Minister, 
among other matters, did discuss the issue of 
seismic surveys and the existing moratorium 
with Oceana,”  the  Government  re lease 
explained. “The Prime Minister reiterated 
the need to understand the extent of Belize’s 
offshore non-renewable economic resources 
in order to have an informed strategy on 
their potential for leveraging, given the 
national direction towards decarbonization 
and nature-based economy.” 

The Government’s statement also alluded 
to their views on the need for a referendum. 
“Furthermore, the government’s commitment 

Peoples Constitution Commission launched
By Michelle Sutherland

The Government 
o f  B e l i z e 

l a u n c h e d  t h e 
People's Constitution 
C o m m i s s i o n  t h i s 
week, officially kick 
starting the 18-month 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
review process.

A t  M o n d a y ’ s 
l a u n c h ,  h e l d  i n 
Belmopan, Minister 
with responsibility 
f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y 
of  Publ ic  Service, 
Consti tut ional  and 
Political Reform and 
R e l i g i o u s  A ff a i r s 
H e n r y  C h a r l e s 
U s h e r  r e m i n d e d 
t h e  g a t h e r i n g 
tha t  rewr i t ing  the 
s u p r e m e  l a w  o f 
the land is no easy 
task  and  can  only 
be done at the right 
time and under the 
right circumstances. 
A mandate according 
to  Usher  can only 
come from the people 
of Belize, who need 
to be at the centre of 
that decision as well 
as the process.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Usher, the time has 
come for all that to 
happen as during the 

Min. of Constitutional and Political Reform Hon. Henry Charles Usher
country’s 42 years 
o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e , 
Belizeans are finally 
t a k i n g  a  b e t t e r 
look at the system 
a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  o f 
gove rnance .  They 
a r e  n o w  t h i n k i n g 
a b o u t  n e w  w a y s 
to solve problems, 
a r e  g r a d u a t i n g 
from representative 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y 
government, and are 
looking for  a  way 
t o  a c c e l e r a t e  a n d 
hopefully complete 
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f 
decolonization.

U s h e r ’ s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a l s o 
focused on the fact 
that in April of 1981, 
n e i t h e r  t h e  t h e n 
Pr ime Minis ter  of 
the Country nor any 
o f  t he  oppos i t i on 
members was present 
in London when the 
current constitution 
was finalized. 

The country  was 
deeply divided, and 

a state of emergency 
w a s  i n  e f f e c t . 
Belizeans had no real 
say  in  making  the 
const i tut ion,  other 
t h a n  h a s t i l y  h e l d 
and poorly attended 
t o w n  m e e t i n g s 
where the majority 
of the time was spent 
deciding on national 
s y m b o l s .  V e r y 
l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o 
the  peop le  and  as 
h i s t o r i a n  A s s a d 
Shoman recently said 
in a newspaper article, 
the consultation was 
just a formality, as 
people  were never 
given the opportunity 
to change the colonial 
framework. 

S ince  then  the re 
h a v e  b e e n  m a n y 
a m e n d m e n t s  t o 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n , 
incremental reform, 
e x p a n d i n g  r i g h t s , 
a n d  c u r t a i l i n g 
government abuse, 
but as a people, we 
have  been  l imi ted 

i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o 
expand substantive 
freedoms and create 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r  g e n u i n e 
a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , ” 
reiterated Usher.

Former Belmopan 
M a y o r ,  A n t h o n y 
Chanona has  been 
named chairman of 
the PCC. Twenty-six 
members currently 
sit on the PCC. 

T h e  p r o c e s s  i s 
e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e 
place over a period 
of 18 months.  The 
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s 
f i n d i n g s  w i l l  b e 
c o m p i l e d  a n d 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
before they are taken 
to a referendum for 
the ultimate decision.

to  a l low the  de terminat ion  of  such an 
important policy to be people-centered was 
restated by the Prime Minister.” 

The release also underscored that it has 
not “entered into any agreements for seismic 
studies nor for oil exploration in offshore 
areas.”

The Drive for Referendum
Chanona,  in  her  d iscuss ion wi th  The 

Reporter, indicated that the Prime Minister 
d id  say  that  the  government  would  be 
willing to hold the referendum; however, the 
environmental NGO preferred to err on the 
side of caution. 

Consequently, Oceana Belize has moved 
ahead with a signature drive to gather the 
requisite number of signatures, so that a 
referendum petition may be submitted to 
the Governor General H.E. Dame Froyla 
Tzalam, to trigger an official referendum on 
this issue.

Oceana Belize promises to abide by the 
result of this official national referendum, 
but they feel that a matter of this national 

importance should be put to the people, to 
let the people of Belize decide by voting in 
the referendum. Chanona said the marine 
resources of Belize are too important to the 
tourism and fisheries sectors, to the lifeblood 
of the Belizean economy, to risk by any threat 
of offshore oil contamination, and Oceana 
is moving to preserve the beauty and health 
of Belize’s marine environment for future 
generations.      

M o r e  r e c e n t  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n d u c t  a 
‘geological’ s tudy of  Bel ize’s  offshore 
maritime areas in 2016 drew such opposition 
from the tourism sector and residents in San 
Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Caye Caulker and 
from fishermen and tour guides along the 
entire coast of Belize, that the study was 
scuttled and the exploration ship was escorted 
out of Belizean waters.  
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140 homes destroyed by 
Hurricane Lisa: NEMO report

By Britney Gordon

Hurricane Lisa 
d e s t r o y e d 

1 4 0  h o m e s ,  t h e 
National Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Organization (NEMO) 
informed Cabinet this 
week. 

Vi a  T h u r s d a y ’s 
C a b i n e t  b r i e f , 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
NEMO’s preliminary 
assessment shows that 
“as of Tuesday, 15th 
November 2022…140 
homes were destroyed, 
and more than 1,300 
properties sustained 
va ry ing  l eve l s  o f 
damage.”

The damage ranges 
from water damage 
to loss of roofs due to 
the strong winds of the 
storm. 

“ I n  r e s p o n s e  t o 
the reports, Cabinet 
recommended that 
a  s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
appropriations bill be 
presented for hurricane 
re l i e f  a t  the  nex t 
sitting of the House 
of Representatives,” 
t he  Cab ine t  b r i e f 

explained. 
Previously, Prime 

M i n i s t e r  J o h n 
Briceño stated that 
the government is 
working to provide 
affordable housing 
to those displaced as 
soon as possible.

“We want  to  be 
able to build as many 
houses as we possibly 
can for as many people 
as we can within these 
areas,” Briceño said. 
“Then, for probably 

middle-class families, 
see if we can get some 
l o w - c o s t  f u n d i n g 
interest rates so that 
they could also rebuild 
and rebuild better.” 

In order to complete 
his long-term plan of 
building houses strong 
enough to withstand 
future hurricanes, the 
Prime Minister calls 
on businesses and the 
community to lend 
a helping hand with 
the finances where 

possible, while the 
g rea t e r  dona t ions 
from international aid 
are funneled into the 
housing project

The updated report 
to the Cabinet also 
detailed that  more 
than 35,000 tons of 
debris was removed 
f rom Bel ize  Ci ty. 
Belize City suffered 
ex tens ive  damage 
to infrastructure and 
houses, having taken 
the brunt of the storm.

UDP to discuss Saldivar's 
future following USA’s 

‘corruption’ designation 
Cont’d from pg. 1

during his tenure 
a s  a  g o v e r n m e n t 
official.”

The release went on 
to say that acts such 
as those displayed by 
Saldivar undermine 
t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f 
Belize’s democratic 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 
f u e l  p e r c e p t i o n s 
o f  c o r r u p t i o n 
a n d  i m p u n i t y , 
d i m i n i s h i n g 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n 
governance. As part 
of this action, and 
under Section 7031(c) 
w h i c h  s t i p u l a t e s 
that any official or 
government minister 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r 
i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y 
m e m b e r s  a r e  a l l 
ineligible for entry 
in to  the  US i f  the 
US Department has 
credible information 
of their involvement 
i n  c o r r u p t i o n  o r 
violation of human 
rights. In conjunction 
w i th  t h i s ,  t he  US 
Department of State 

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
Saldivar's wife and 
h i s  four  ch i ld ren , 
including a minor, 
would all be banned 
f rom en te r ing  the 
United States.

The press release 
ended by saying that 
des igna t ions  such 
a s  t h e s e  r e a f f i r m 
the  Uni ted  Sta tes ' 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
combat corruption, 
w h i c h  h a m p e r s 
countries' economic 
p r o s p e r i t y  a n d 
curtails the ability 
of  governments  to 
respond effectively 
to the needs of i ts 
people.

“The United States 
continues to s tand 
with al l  Bel izeans 
i n  s u p p o r t  o f 
democracy and the 
rule of law and will 
continue to promote 
accountab i l i ty  for 
t h o s e  w h o  a b u s e 
p u b l i c  p o w e r  f o r 
p e r s o n a l  g a i n , 
regardless of their 
position or political 
affiliation.”
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Minister of Health meets with nurses’ association
By Michelle Sutherland

Th e  M i n i s t e r 
of Health and 

Wellness, Hon. Kevin 
Bernard met with the 
Nurses’ Association 
of Belize this week 
to  d iscuss  severa l 
i s sues  tha t  nurses 
across the country are 
faced with, including 
the issue of shortage 
of pharmaceuticals 
and o ther  medica l 
supplies.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
e v e n t ,  M i n i s t e r 
B e r n a r d  h o s t e d 
a  shor t  debr ief ing 
with the media,  in 
which  he  re fe r red 
to  the  mee t ing  a s 
a  “ f r u i t f u l ”  o n e 
during which several 
concerns  f rom the 
v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s 
across the country, 

including the KHMH 
w e r e  d i s c u s s e d . 
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
B e r n a r d ,  d u r i n g 
t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e 
m i n i s t r y  f o u n d 
o u t  t h a t  i n  m a n y 
instances some of the 
lists of medications 
that were presented 
and  deemed to  be 
short were not. He 
indicated that those 
same  med ica t ions 
were  in  excess  a t 
o t h e r  h o s p i t a l 
s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s 
across the country.

T h i s ,  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  B e r n a r d ,  a l s o 
highl ights  another 
i s s u e  a m o n g  t h e 
n u r s e s ,  w h i c h  i s 
a  g l a r i n g  g a p  i n 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
Pharmacy Unit and 
nurses in the various 

Health Minister Hon. Kevin Bernard 

reg ions  regard ing 
what is available at 
the pharmacist and 
what is not available 
in the country.

' ' D u r i n g  t h e 
discussion, we had 
set out some clear 
goals, one of them 
being that we will 
h a v e  a  f o l l o w - u p 

m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e 
Nurses Association 
i n  J a n u a r y .  
[Secondly] that we 
want to ensure that 
with the new timeline 
that we have put for 
ourselves, internally, 
at the ministry, that 
we want to ensure 
that we have received 

all  our supplies in 
the country so that 
when we go through 
the new tender cycle 
which we are working 
on right now so that 
we could put together 
wi th in  the  budge t 
c y c l e  a  p r o p e r , 
deta i led  l i s t ing  of 
pharmaceutical and 
m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s 
that will be required 
for  us  in  the  next 
fiscal year,” said the 
Minister.

B e r n a r d  a l s o 
indicated that it was 
collectively agreed 
that that information 
w o u l d  b e  s h a r e d 
w i t h  t h e  N u r s e s ’ 
Association with the 
hope that by March 
of  next  year  there 
s h o u l d  b e  s o m e 
major improvements 
to the various issues. 
H e  s a i d  t h a t  a l l 
parties also agreed 
that it was a fruitful 
discussion and that 
h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y 
all left the meeting 
with the same focus 
a n d  v i s i o n ,  w i t h 
t h e  p r o m i s e  t h a t 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i l l 
con t inue .  He  a l so 
c la imed that  pr ior 
t o  d e p a r t i n g  t h e 
meeting he reiterated 
to the association that 
under his leadership 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Health will always 
try its best to address 
the needs of its nurses 
and reminded them 
that he has always 
been a leader with 
an open-door policy.

A s  i t  r e l a t e s 
t o  t h e  s h o r t a g e s 
o f  m e d i c a t i o n s 
Bernard explained 

t ha t  t ende r s  w e re 
signed in late August 
which he did agree 
was a bit of a late 
stage in the process, 
leading  to  severa l 
issues. One such is 
the fact that not only 
does  supply  chain 
disrupt ions known 
to be common in the 
months of September 
and October but that 
fur ther  de lays  a re 
expected due to  i t 
being the Hurricane 
season. This he says 
w a s  e x p e r i e n c e d 
r e c e n t l y  w i t h 
hurricanes Lisa and 
N i c o l e  w h i c h  h i t 
Florida and caused 
major delays in the 
shipping industry.

To address  these 
i s s u e s ,  B e r n a r d 
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e 
r ecen t ly  p roposed 
to Cabinet to have 
the tender cycle in 
the month of June so 
that it  cannot only 
be included in the 
budget cycle but also 
help to speed up the 
p r o c e s s .  H e  a l s o 
pointed out that for 
the past months and 
even within the past 
two years ,  Bel ize , 
like the rest of the 
w o r l d ,  h a s  b e e n 
dealing with COVID, 
w h i c h  n o t  o n l y 
c r e a t e d  s h o r t a g e s 
in medical supplies 
b u t  c r e a t e d  h u g e 
backlogs worldwide.

B e r n a r d  a l s o 
denied claims that 
t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
brought about by the 
Coalition of Medical 
P r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
w h i c h  h a d  g i v e n 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a 
seven-day ultimatum 
last week. Bernard 
c l a r i f i e d  t h a t 
w h i l e  h e  a n d  t h e 
Prime Minister had 
rece ived  an  emai l 
from the Coalition, 
b o t h  h e  a n d  t h e 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
had agreed to that 
meeting on Monday; 
however, at the last 
minute, the Coalition 
informed that  that 
“they weren't ready” 
to  meet ing  on  the 
aforementioned date. 
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International Men’s Day 2022 being observed 
in Belize by National Parenting Taskforce

Th e  N a t i o n a l 
P a r e n t i n g 

Task Force (NPTF) 
within the National 
C o m m i t t e e  f o r 
F a m i l i e s  a n d 
C h i l d r e n  ( N C F C ) 
is marking its third 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 
International Men’s 
Day (IMD),  being 
held on November 
1 9 ,  t h r o u g h  a n 
awareness campaign.

The  NPTF,  a s  a 
part of its mandate to 
work with families, 
has prioritized the 
observance of IMD 
as  one  o f  seve ra l 
initiatives to engage 
Bel izean men and 
boys. Arthur Usher, 
member of the NPTF 
a n d  M a n a g e r  a t 
The Hub Resource 
Cente r,  exp la ined 
that for the past two 
yea r s ,  t he re  have 
b e e n  c o n f e r e n c e s 
focusing on men’s 
issues; however, this 
year  the  approach 
i s  geared  towards 
getting the public’s 
buy-in to celebrate 

m e n  f o r  t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o 
society.

“ T h e  e v e n t  i s 
being held locally 
u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e 
‘ R e c o g n i z i n g 
B e l i z e a n  M e n 
and Boys,"  Usher 
s a i d .  “ T h e r e  a r e 
six pillars that are 
the focus of IMD: 
promoting male role 

models, celebrating 
the contribution men 
m a k e  t o  s o c i e t y, 
focusing on men's 
health and wellbeing, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
a g a i n s t  m e n , 
improving  gender 
r e l a t i o n s  a n d 
promot ing  gender 
e q u a l i t y ,  a n d 
c r e a t i n g  a  s a f e r 

world for everyone.”
U s h e r  s a i d  t h a t 

the  observance of 
IMD precedes  the 
dissemination of a 
questionnaire which 
will be disseminated 
t o  m e n  a n d  b o y s 
ac ros s  Be l i ze  fo r 
f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e 
eventual formation 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Men’s Commission, 

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a 
statutory body aimed 
at addressing men’s 
issues.

IMD was coined 
in 1992 as a means 
of bringing global 
awareness to men’s 
issues, particularly 
in the area of mental 
hea l th .  The  even t 
i s  be ing  observed 
globally under the 

theme “Helping men 
and boys.”

Global  s ta t i s t ics 
show that men are 
t h r e e  t i m e s  m o r e 
l i k e l y  t o  c o m m i t 
suicide than women; 
men are more likely 
t o  b e  k i l l e d  b y 
strangers and killed 
b y  s o m e o n e  t h e y 
know accounting for 
more than 71 percent 
o f  a l l  m u r d e r s ; 
and that boys who 
are excluded from 
school are 19 times 
m o r e  l i k e l y  t o 
commit suicide. 

C o u p l e d  w i t h 
the  fact  that  boys 
are twice as likely 
to  have  a  Spec ia l 
Educa t iona l  Need 
and twice as likely 
t o  h a v e  l i t e r a c y 
problems and four 
t imes  more  l ike ly 
t o  b e  e x c l u d e d 
f r o m  s c h o o l ,  t h e 
observance of IMD 
and its surrounding 
i s s u e s  b e c o m e s 
even more crit ical 
t o  s o c i e t i e s  w h o 
a re  s e r ious  abou t 
protecting boys.
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
INDIVIDUAL CONSULTING SERVICES

Institution: Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing
Country: Belize
Project: Climate Vulnerability Reduction Program (CVRP)
Sector: Infrastructure, Environment and Natural Disasters
Abstract: Individual Consulting Services – Climate Risk Financing Strategy 
  for the Tourism and Agriculture Sectors
Loan/Credit/Grant No.: 4616/OC-BL 
Deadline: December 1st, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. (Local Belize Time)

The Government of Belize has received financing from the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), towards the cost 
of the Climate Vulnerability Reduction Program (CVRP) 
and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.

The consulting services (“the Services”) include the con-
tracting of an Individual Consultant for a four (4) month pe-
riod who will be responsible for developing a Climate Risk 
Financing Strategy for the Tourism and Agriculture Sectors in 
Belize. The overall objective of the consultancy is to a.) assess 
opportunities for introducing climate risk financing strategies 
in Belize’s tourism sector to strengthen resilience to climate 
change and to formalize a strategy and implementation plan 
that will reduce financial vulnerability of the sector in the face 
of climate change and b.) design a climate risk management 
financial product geared specifically to small and medium-scale 
farmers as part of the country’s climate risk financing strategy 
for the agricultural sector.

The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing 
now invites eligible Individual Consultants to indicate their 
interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should 
provide information demonstrating that they have the required 
qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services.

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the pro-
cedures set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: 
Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank (GN-
2350-15, January 2020) – Section V, 5.2 Selection of Indi-
vidual Consultants based on Comparison of Qualifications of 
International Individual Consultants. Further information can 
be obtained at the address below during office hours:

Program Management Unit 
#1 Power Lane, Belmopan, Cayo 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Tel: 501-822-0100/1942 
Email: pmupcmow@gmail.com, cvrp.4426.3@gmail.com 
Or    procurement.officer.midh@gmail.com

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to 
the address below (in person, or by mail, or by e-mail) by 10:00 
a.m. (Local Belize Time) on December 1st, 2022.

Attn: Mr. Rolando Chan 
  Program Coordinator 
  Program Management Unit 
  #1 Power Lane, Belmopan Cayo District, Belize 
Tel:  501-822-0100/1942 
E-mail:  pmupcmow@gmail.com,  cvrp.4426.3@gmail.com 
Or  procurement.officer.midh@gmail.com

BNTU scheduled to meet with 
MoECST to discuss grey areas 

in new curriculum
By Michelle Sutherland

The Belize National 
T e a c h e r s 

Union  (BNTU) i s 
set to meet with the 
Ministry of Education 
Culture Science and 
Technology (MoECST) 
next Monday to discuss 
several concerns that 
teachers have with the 
National Curriculum 
F r a m e w o r k  t h a t 
is scheduled to be 
implemented for the 
2023-2024 school year.

Over the past few 
weeks, The Reporter 
has been receiving 
several reports from 
teachers that the new 
curriculum is not only 
hard to follow but that 
teachers are finding 
it hard to implement 
in their respective 
classrooms. 

Teachers have even 
gone as  far  as  to 
express their concerns 
a b o u t  h o w  t h e y 
will now be able to 
grade students since 
traditional tests and 
quizzes will no longer 
be allowed. Teachers 
have explained that 
they are at a loss of 
how they will be able 
to effectively gauge 
whether students have 
been able to grasp the 
concept and how to 
differentiate between 
which group needs 
more assistance than 
the others.

T h i s  w e e k ,  w e 
followed up with the 
BNTU’s President 
Elena Smith and she did 
confirm that the BNTU 
has been receiving 
feedback from teachers 
on the new curriculum. 
She explained, “Some 
concerns have been 
setting up the timetable 
since the time allotted 

BNTU President Senitor Elena Smith
f o r  s u b j e c t s  h a s 
changed. The half-
hour increase,  the 
school-based project, 
and cross-curricular 
learning areas  are 
confusing for teachers, 
including the insistence 
by some management 
to include the extra 
half hour now despite 
the Ministry saying it 
will be effective next 
school year, lack of 
supplies to properly do 
what is expected, lack 
of expertise in teaching 
the arts.”

S m i t h  s t r e s s e d 
that while these are 
on ly  some  of  the 
m a n y  c o n c e r n s 
a m o n g  t e a c h e r s , 
they have expressed 
their frustration at 
the timeline within 
which the transition is 
scheduled to take place 
since students have 
been unable to cope 
with what teachers are 
expected to deliver 
due to the impacts that 
COVID has had on 
teaching and learning. 

While Smith said that 
she has already met 
with a team from the 
MOECS to discuss 
those concerns, she 
will also be meeting 
with BNTU’s Council 
and officials from the 
ministry on Monday 
regarding the said 
curriculum.

The framework for the 
National Curriculum 
was officially launched 
on July 28th, 2022. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
ministry’s website, 
it will seek to guide 
a  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o 
competency-based 
education in Belize, at 
the pre- and primary-
school level.  The new 
curriculum focuses 
on “the development 
o f  c o m p e t e n c y -
based unit plans and 
assessments, utilizing 
authent ic  s tudent-
centered pedagogies 
s u c h  a s  i n q u i r y, 
discovery, cooperative, 
experiential, problem- 
and  pro jec t -based 
learning.”
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WHO: Global vaccine distribution is unfair
By Britney Gordon

Lo w - i n c o m e 
c o u n t r i e s 

continue to struggle 
when  i t  comes  t o 
accessing vaccines, a 
recent World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
report outlined.

The WHO repor t 
p r o c e e d s  t o  c a l l 
o n  g o v e r n m e n t s , 
i n d u s t r y , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 
partners to improve 
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d 
e q u i t a b l e  a c c e s s 
globally.

T h e  r e p o r t 
u n d e r s c o r e s 
h o w  C O V I D - 1 9 
f o r c e d  n a t i o n s  t o 
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e 
g l o b a l  d i s p a r i t y 
in access essential 
i n o c u l a t i o n s . 
C o u n t r i e s  a n d 
regions with more 
financial resources 
such as the United 
Sta tes  and Europe 
a n d  w i t h  l o c a l 
manufacturers such 
as China and India 
were able to quickly 
secure supplies of the 
l imited COVID-19 
vaccines available. 

Data gathered by 
the WHO indicated 
that only 64 percent 
of  adul ts  in  lower 
m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
c o u n t r i e s  w e r e 
a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e 
COVID-29 vaccine 
as opposed to the 92 
percent of the adult 
population in high-
income coun t r i e s . 
L o w - i n c o m e 
c o u n t r i e s  s h o w e d 
a more s ignif icant 
imbalance as  only 
31 percent of adults 
w e r e  d o c u m e n t e d 
h a v i n g  t a k e n  t h e 
vaccine.

T h e s e  d y n a m i c s 
w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a c c e n t u a t e d  f o r 
COVID-19 vaccines, 
bu t  a r e  a l so  s een 
for other vaccines. 
A n  e x a m p l e  
b e i n g  t h e  H u m a n 
P a p i l l o m a v i r u s 
( H P V )  v a c c i n e , 
which according to 
the report, has been 
introduced in only 
41 percent of lower-
income count r ies , 
w h i l e  8 3  p e r c e n t 
o f  h i g h - i n c o m e 
c o u n t r i e s  h a v e 
access to it.

T h e  r e p o r t 
e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t 
wh i l e  p r i ce s  t end 
t o  b e  t i e r e d  b y 
i n c o m e ,  f u r t h e r 
efforts  are needed 
to alleviate pricing 
disparities. Regions 
w i t h o u t  s i z a b l e 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e i r 
own lose out while 
intellectual property 
monopolies continue 
t o  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t 
access to vaccines. 

WHO’s Director-

General at WHO Dr 
Te d r o s  A d h a n o m 
G h e b r e y e s u s 
stated, “Ultimately, 
we  need  to  s t r ike 
a  b e t t e r  b a l a n c e 
b e t w e e n  g l o b a l 
hea l th  ob jec t ives , 
n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s 
a n d  c o m m e r c i a l 
incentives. This can 
be achieved by high 
l e v e l  d i p l o m a c y 
be tween count r ies 
and predefined and 
b i n d i n g  r u l e s  f o r 
vaccine distribution 
in times of scarcity.” 

T h e  W H O 
recognizes access to 
vaccines as a right to 
health and maintains 
that the free-market 
d y n a m i c s  a r e 
depriving some of 
the world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable 
people of that right.
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John Saldivar denies USA’s 
‘significant corruption’ designation
By Michelle Sutherland

Fo r m e r  U D P 
M i n i s t e r 

J o h n  S a l d i v a r 
h a s  d e s c r i b e d 
t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s 
made  aga ins t  h im 
b y  t h e  U n i t e d 
States  government 
a s  b a s e l e s s  a n d 
malicious and that 
he will  be gearing 
up for a legal battle 
against the U.S.

Within minutes of 
the circulation of the 
U.S. State Department 
announcement that 
Saldivar along with 
his immediate family, 
including his  wife 
and children, would 

no longer be allowed 
entry into the United 
States, Saldivar took 
to social media and 
wrote, “The actions 
of the United States 
Department of State 
to today designate me 
as a corrupt official 
due  t o  b r i be ry  i n 
immigration matters 
i s  comple te ly  l e f t 
field, baseless, and 
malicious.”

Saldivar went on to 
say, “As a minister of 
government, I have 
c o n d u c t e d  m y s e l f 
with absolute probity 
and integrity. I am 
at a loss as to why 
the State Department 
would want to target 

me and my family 
wi thout  p rov id ing 
a b s o l u t e l y  a n y 
evidence to explain 
their conclusion.”

A c c o r d i n g 
t o  S a l d i v a r ,  n o 
d u e  p r o c e s s  w a s 
o b s e r v e d  p r i o r 
to  h is  des ignat ion 
w h i l e  n o  c o n t a c t 
with him had been 
made  wha t soeve r. 
H e  e v e n  a r g u e d 
t h a t  n o  e v i d e n c e 
w a s  p r o v i d e d  t o 
him before the US 
decided to impugn 
h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d 
malign his reputation. 
Sa ld ivar  sa id  tha t 
he cannot begin to 
guess what or who 

is behind these latest 
a l l e g a t i o n s  a n d 

even wondered who 
could be so powerful 
enough  to  ge t  the 
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t 
t o  i n v o k e  s u c h  a 
declaration.

“I  am consul t ing 
with local attorneys 
fully cognizant that 
I  w i l l  n e e d  a  U S 
a t t o r n e y  t o  f i g h t 
th is  in  the  Uni ted 
States if I so wish. 
I am also consulting 
regarding recourse 
f o r  m y  w i f e  a n d 
children who have 
b e e n  m a l i c i o u s l y 
persecuted by this 
action. Some person 
o r  p e r s o n s  w a n t 
me out of Belizean 
po l i t i c s ,  and  they 
s e e m  t o  h a v e 
powerful allies in the 
United States State 
Depar tment ,”  sa id 
Saldivar.

W h i l e  S a l d i v a r 
said that it appears 
that someone might 
be  t ry ing  to  dr ive 
him out of politics, 
with unfounded and 
malicious allegations 
he reiterated that his 
resolve to stay in the 
game is stronger now.

Those such as the 
United Democratic 
Party Vice Chairman 
A l b e r t o  A u g u s t , 
however, are the first 
to publicly comment 
on the matter. August 
wrote on his Facebook 
a c c o u n t ,  “ T h e 
UDP Par ty  MUST 
n o w  i m m e d i a t e l y 
d i s a s s o c i a t e 
i t s e l f  f r o m  t h i s 
DISGRACE!”

Not too long after, 
the Opposition also 
issued a statement 
on John Saldivar ’s 
d e s i g n a t i o n 
say ing ,  “We  t r ea t 
very  ser iously  the 
a l l e g a t i o n s  o f 

c o r r u p t i o n  b e i n g 
made by the U.S. State 
Department against 
f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r 
J o h n  S a l d i v a r . 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
our  zero tolerance 
o f  c o r r u p t i o n  b y 
public officials, we 
must be guided by 
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d u e 
process and in the 
B e l i z e  J u d i c i a l 
s y s t e m  a l l  a r e 
innocent until proven 
guilty.”

The opposition said 
that they will  now 
take additional steps 
to gather all the facts 
presented by the US 
and the accused in 
order to determine 
a  way  fo rward  t o 
implement its anti-
corruption policy in 
a fair and just manner 
demonstrating to the 
Nation that they have 
zero  to lerance  for 
corruption.

S a l d i v a r  i s  a 
former Party Leader 
for the UDP and a 
former Minister of 
Nat ional  Secur i ty. 
During his tenure as 
minister, he has been 
accused of  having 
ties with criminals 
s u c h  a s  a c c u s s e d 
murde re r  Wi l l i am 
Danny Mason, and 
Lev Dermen. Those 
shady relationships, 
including allegations 
of monetary bribes, 
have forced Saldivar 
t o  r e s i g n  f r o m 
politics; however he 
has recently emerged 
t o  o f f e r  h i m s e l f 
as  a  candidate  for 
Belmopan under the 
leadership of Moses 
“ S h y n e ”  B a r r o w, 
who is considered to 
be one of his close 
allies.

Former UDP Minister John Saldivar
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Caribbean rallies to adjust climate 
investment with focus on gender

By Britney Gordon

The Caribbean is 
making a stand 

for the future of climate-
related funding, urging 
for investments to be 
made through a gender-
focused lens.

As world leaders 
convene to negotiate 
t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f 
resources to combat 
the ever-growing issue 
of climate change, 
representatives of the 
Caribbean gathered to 
host a panel on ‘Gender 
Lens Investing for 
Caribbean Resilience’, 
hoping to influence 
nations to take gender 
into account when 
f inanc ing  c l ima te 
investments.

T h e  p a n e l  w a s 
coordinated by the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) and UN 
Women Multi-Country 
Office Caribbean in the 
CARICOM Pavilion 
at COP 27, the United 
Nations’ climate change 
conference currently 
underway in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt.

Vice-President of 
Operations at the CDB 
Isaac Solomon urged 
Caribbean nations to 
“rally as SIDs at COP27 
to make development 
and private equity 
f i n a n c i n g  m o r e 
inclusive, sustainable, 
and resilient”.

Solomon maintains 
that not enough has 
been done to adequately 
funnel resources into 
g e n d e r  i n c l u s i v e 
c l i m a t e  f i n a n c e . 
“The Climate Policy 
Institute estimated that 
fewer than 5 percent 
of private,  public, 
and blended climate 
finance was gender-
responsive in 2020. The 
data shows that globally 
and regionally, gender-
responsive and socially 
i n c l u s i v e  c l i m a t e 
finance is still too low 
[yet] gender-smart and 
socially inclusive public 
and private climate 
investing is a game-
changer,” he noted. 

T h e  n o t i o n  w a s 
further backed up by 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Minister of Planning 
and Development Hon. 
Pennelope Beckles, 
who highlighted how 
heavily climate change 
impacts Caribbean 
nations and the link 

it may have sustained 
to gender inequality. 
Beckles pointed out 
the fact that in many 
households across the 
region, women are 
expected to manage the 
finances, the cooking, 
chi ld- rear ing,  and 
domestic chores, even 
during the aftermath 
of a natural disaster or 
when there may be no 
access to clean water.

“They have to protect 
families when shelter 
might be an issue and 
they themselves are in 
a vulnerable position 
and then they may also 
face challenges with 
matters we might not 
necessarily want to 
discuss, like hygiene 
and menstrual health,” 
stated Beckles. 

Beckles emphasized 
how important it is to 
consider these factors 
and incorporate them 
into  the  decis ion-
making process when 
f inanc ing  c l ima te 
resilience investments. 
Further supporting 
that stance, was Anita 
B h a t i a ,  A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary-General , 
and Deputy Executive 
D i r e c t o r  o f  U N 
Women who stated that 
incorporating gender 
would ensure that 
climate investments 
remain sustainable and 
long-lasting. 

“The way investments 
stand the test of time 
i s  to  not  on ly  be 
commercially viable, 
but it must be inclusive, 
it must deliver social 
impact at scale and that 
means reaching the 
most vulnerable in a 
meaningful way,” said 
Bhatia.
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    REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Individual Consultant 

Monitoring and Evaluation Officer
Institution:  Ministry of Finance
Country: BELIZE 
Project:  Strengthening of Tax Administration Project
Sector:  Finance
Project No.:  BL-L1031
Operation No: 4839/OC-BL
Deadline: Friday, December 2nd, 2022, at 4:00 pm local Belize time

The Government of Belize (GoB) has entered into a US$ 14 Million Loan Contract Agreement 
(No. 4839/OC-BL) with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a 
five-year tax modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration”. The main 
beneficiaries of the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its 
public policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfill their 
tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented. The Ministry 
intends to apply a part of the proceeds towards payments for the services of Project Support Officer.

The Monitoring and Evaluation Officer is responsible for guiding and implementing the overall 
Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) strategy (i.e. the Project’s Monitoring and Evaluation Plan) of 
the project BL-L1031 in coordination with key stakeholders of the MoF, the PMO, the PEU, the 
PSC, other ministries, and others, and for providing timely and relevant information to Program 
stakeholders.

The main responsibilities of the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer include, among others:
(a) In close coordination with the pertinent technical and administrative personnel of the
  MoF, undertake the strategic and operations planning activities of the Program, including
  the development and update of the Pluri-Annual Execution Plan (PEP), the Annual
  Operations Plan (AOP), the Procurement Plan (PP), the Financial Plan (FP), budget,
  and other documentation, in compliance with the requirements of MoF, Ministry of 
 Economic Development (MED) and the IDB, and submission for non-objection and
  approval.
(b) Monitoring the activities of the Project in compliance with its global strategic objectives
  and those of its two technical components, as well as the targets established in the AOP.
(c) Implementing the Programs’ risk management mechanisms on the basis of the IDB
  tool Risk Management in Projects with Sovereign Guarantee (RMP), taking into 
 consideration the assessment and evolution of the risk factors, the factors of probability
  and impact, and risk mitigation measures.
(d) Preparing the periodic consolidated physical and financial progress reports to be submitted
  to MoF, PMO, MED, and the Bank.
(e) Preparing, for presentation to the Bank of the required data, reports and other 
 documentation of the Project as a whole and its individual components, as established
  in the Loan Contract.

Qualification and Experience Requirements:
Education: Bachelor of Science Degree in Project Management, Development Studies, Statistics,
Economics, Business Administration, Communications, Social Sciences or a related field.
General Experience: A minimum of five (5) years general working experience. 
Specific Experience: A minimum of three (3) years of proven work experience in monitoring 
and evaluation capacity or other related fields.
-   Participation in relevant courses/ training in M&E systems, logical framework, strategic
     planning, project management, time-management, Microsoft Projects, or similar, etc.

Experience if the following would be an asset
- implementation of monitoring and evaluation systems 
-  application of monitoring and evaluation methodologies and approaches 
 (including quantitative, qualitative and participatory) 
-  experience with logical framework, results framework and other strategic planning 
 methods 
- information and data analysis and reporting
Skills: (a) good analytical and data analysis skills; (b) good report writing, presentation
  and computer skill (experience in data processing); and (c) leadership qualities, teamwork 
 and management.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American 
Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the 
Inter- American Development Bank GN-2350-15 section 5 – individual consultants and is open 
to all eligible candidates as defined in the IDB policies.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
(i) Cover letter briefly explaining interest, experience, and competence of the consultant 
(ii) Comprehensive resume with the Individual Consultant’s experience in the assignment 
 of similar nature. Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of
  assignments. Please provide dates, name of employing organization, titles of positions 
 held, types of activities performed and location of the assignment.
(iii)  Copy of degrees/certificates 
(iv)  Listofatleasttworeferences 
(v) Proof of nationality: copy of documentation of nationality

Interested individuals may obtain further information and request the full Terms of Reference 
for this post at the address below during the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm local Belize time, 
Monday to Friday.

Qualified Individual Consultant must submit their expression of interest via e-mail to Michelle.
Longsworth@bts.gov.bz copied to tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, 
December 2nd, 2022, marked STAP- Monitoring and Evaluation Officer in the subject header; 
or applicants may also submit a hardcopy at the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City
For clarifications kindly contact:
Procurement Specialist 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Ministry of Finance 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City 
Email: tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz

Diabetes cases increase at an 
alarming rate in the Caribbean 

By Britney Gordon

Th e  n u m b e r 
o f  r e c o r d e d 

d i a b e t e s  c a s e s  i n 
the  Caribbean and 
Americas has more 
than tripled within the 
past three decades, 
a  recent  repor t  by 
The Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) informs.

A s  a  p a r t  o f 
Wo r l d  D i a b e t e s 
Day  (obse rved  on 
N o v e m b e r  1 4 ) , 
PAHO’s “Panorama 
of  Diabetes  in  the 
A m e r i c a s ”  r e p o r t 
stated that at least 
62  mi l l ion  people 
a r e  d o c u m e n t e d 
t o  b e  l i v i n g  w i t h 
d i a b e t e s  i n  t h e 
Americas. However, 
forty percent of that 
number is likely are 
unaware they have 
the condit ion.  The 
number is estimated 
t o  b e  f a r  g r e a t e r 
t h a n  r e c o r d e d . 
PAHO projects that 
i f  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s 
remain consis tent , 
the number of people 
with diabetes in the 
region will reach 109 
million by 2040.  

G l o b a l l y,  t h e r e 
a r e  a n  e s t i m a t e d 
422 mil l ion adults 
living with diabetes 
in 2014, compared 
t o  108  mi l l i on  i n 
1980, as reported by 
The United Nations. 
Fac to r s  a t t r ibu ted 
to  the  inc rease  in 

d iagnoses  inc lude 
t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f 
o b e s i t y  s w e e p i n g 
across the region and 
the prevalent lack of 
adequate  exercise . 
PA H O  n o t e d  t h a t 
“two-thirds of adults 
in the Americas are 
overweight or obese, 
and  on ly  60% ge t 
enough exercise.”

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
report also highlights 
the “alarming trend 
among young people 
i n  t h e  r e g i o n , ” 
revealing that over 
30 percent are now 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e 
obese or overweight, 
a lmos t  double  the 
global average.   

D i a b e t e s  i s  t h e 
sixth leading cause 
of mortality in the 
Americas  and was 
responsible for over 
284 ,000  dea ths  in 
2019 alone. It is the 
second highest cause 
of disability in the 
r e g i o n ,  p r e c e d e d 
o n l y  b y  i s c h e m i c 
heart disease. 

Diabetes is a major 
cause of blindness 
in people aged 40 to 
74, kidney failure, 
heart attack, stroke, 
a n d  l o w e r  l i m b 
amputation. 

It is known to triple 
t h e  r i s k  o f  d e a t h 
by  ca rd iovascu la r 
d i s e a s e ,  k i d n e y 
disease, or cancer and 
put people at higher 
risk for severe forms 
of  COVID-19  and 

death, highlighting 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e 
o f  i n t e g r a t i n g 
d iabe tes  care  in to 
p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d 
response plans for 
emergencies.   

D e s p i t e  t h e 
p reva l ence  o f  t he 
disease,  the report 
indicates  tha t  jus t 
12 countries in the 
region have the six 
basic  technologies 
needed to sufficiently 
m a n a g e  d i a b e t e s 
i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 
f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s 
includes equipment 
for measuring blood 
glucose, tests for the 
ear ly  d iagnosis  of 
complications, and 
urine test strips for 
glucose and ketone 
analysis. 

D r .  A n s e l m 
Hennis, director of 
the  Department  of 
Non-Communicable 
Diseases and Mental 
H e a l t h  a t  PA H O 
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t 
countries in the region 
n e e d  t o  f o c u s  o n 
preventative methods 
and the promotion 
of healthy lifestyles. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Hennis affirmed the 
necessity of ensuring 
e a r l y  d i a g n o s i s 
a n d  g o o d  d i s e a s e 
management, stating 
that these “are key to 
controlling diabetes 
a n d  p r e v e n t i n g 
d i a b e t e s - r e l a t e d 
disability and poor 
health.”

FOR SALE
25 Acres Land Parcel No. 61 Freehold 

Title situated in the Frank Eddy 
Agricultural Area, Cayo District. 
Interested contact 610-1242 for more 
information.



Page 12         Sunday, November 20th, 2022   THE REPORTER

          VACANCY NOTICE
   
Position:  Regional Accounting Analyst, Latin America and the Caribbean
Reports to:  Regional Controller, Latin America and the Caribbean
Location:  Orange Walk Town, Belize
Country Program/Sector: Latin America and the Caribbean Regions
Position Type:  Full-Time
Expected travel:  Regular travel to WCS offices in the regions 
* Latin America and the Caribbean Regions include MesoAmerica, Patagonia and Andes 

Amazon Orinoco countries (Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, and Peru).

Organization Background:
The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) is a US non-profit, tax-exempt, private organization 

established in 1895 that saves wildlife and wild places by understanding critical issues, crafting 
science-based solutions, and taking conservation actions that benefit nature and humanity. With 
more than a century of experience, long-term commitments in dozens of landscapes, presence 
in more than 60 nations, and experience helping to establish over 150 protected areas across the 
globe, WCS has amassed the biological knowledge, cultural understanding and partnerships to 
ensure that vibrant, wild places and wildlife thrive alongside local communities. Working with 
local communities and organizations, that knowledge is applied to address species, habitat and 
ecosystem management issues critical to improving the quality of life of poor rural people whose 
livelihoods depend on the direct utilization of natural resources.

Position Summary:
The main purpose of this role is to support the Regional Controller to ensure the financial integrity 

of the Latin America and the Caribbean Regions and to be the lead on financial compliance, policy, 
and procedures for WCS. The role assists the Regional Controller in the audit and compliance 
function, as well as building the capacity of the country finance teams by providing appropriate 
financial management training where necessary. S/he also provides financial assessment and reports 
for management in the region and headquarters.

Key Position Responsibilities:
• Finance: Responsible for key financial management accountabilities in the region.  
• Audit and Compliance: assist the Regional Controller to perform regular operational 
 reviews of each office assigned to the position. 
• Capacity building: Motivate, coach and develop country finance teams
• Perform other duties as determined by the Regional Controller.

Minimal Requirements:
• Minimum Bachelor Degree in Accounting, Finance, or related area
• 3 - 5 years of experience, INGO sector or audit firm experience highly preferred 
• SAP experience would be helpful 
• Strong analytical, problem-solving and technical accounting skills 
• Experience in consolidation accounting, external reporting skills, process/control
  documentation preferred
• Experience with the Microsoft Office tools (Word, Excel, Outlook, and PowerPoint) 
• Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to work independently and collaboratively;
  ability to work with others within the department and company; must be able to interact 
 effectively with the leadership team 
• Troubleshooting skills and must be an objective, fact-based decision-maker 
• Can handle multiple tasks with different (tight) deadlines and stakeholders 
• Excellent communication skills (written, verbal, and interpersonal) & strong facilitation 
 and conflict resolution skills 
• Excellent Spanish and English language skills are required (read, write, speak)
• Position is permanent and full time based in Orange Walk Town.  Applicants should 
 reside in or near Orange Walk or be willing to re-locate.

Please send cover letter and resume or CV to recruiting@executivealliance.bz, 
with the subject LACP Regional Accounting Analyst.

Closing Date: 12th December 2022

Post-hurricane recovery 
donations pour in from foreign allies

By Britney Gordon

In order to assist 
w i t h  d a m a g e s 

caused by hurricane 
Lisa, foreign allies 
Taiwan, Japan, and 
the  Uni ted Sta tes , 
as  wel l  as  several 
multilateral agencies 
have gifted thousands 
of dollars in monetary 
donations. 

Ta i w a n ,  a  l o n g -
time ally and friend 
of Belize, pledged to 
donate US$200,000 
to Belizeans affected 
by Hurricane Lisa. 
The  dona t ion  was 
a l l o c a t e d  t o  h e l p 
Belizeans who have 
been displaced due to 
the hurricane resettle 
a n d  r e b u i l d  t h e i r 
homes, as stated by 
Taiwan's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

According to Dr. 
Osmond Mart inez, 
the chief executive 
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e 
Ministry of Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
multiple organizations 
h a v e  a g r e e d  t o 
a i d  B e l i z e  i n  t h e 
res to ra t ion  o f  the 
country. He stated that 
the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
(IDB) also agreed to 
make a US$200,000 
d o n a t i o n .  T h e 
Cen t r a l  Amer i can 
Bank for Economic 
Integration (CABEI) 
approved a  US$ 1 
m i l l i o n  d o n a t i o n 
and the Caribbean 
Development Bank 
( C B D )  p l e d g e d 
US$750,000. 

A n  a d d i t i o n a l 
U S $ 9 7 , 0 0 0  w o r t h 

o f  s u p p l i e s  w e r e 
g i f t e d  t o  t h e 
National Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
( N E M O )  f r o m 
the U.S.  Embassy. 
The  dona t ion  was 
funded by the U.S. 
Southern Command 
( S O U T H C O M ) 
H u m a n i t a r i a n 
Assistance Program. 
It includes supplies, 
f i r s t  a id  k i t s ,  and 
construction materials 
to aid with the severe 
industrial  damages 
suffered.  

Similar ly,  Japan, 
a more recent al ly 
of Belize,  pledged 
to make a recovery 
donation of emergency 
r e l i e f  goods  such 
a s  h e a t i n g  p a d s , 
generators, blankets, 
and sleeping pads. 

The Caribbean, Africa future green-energy producers
By Britney Gordon

Fo l l o w i n g 
t h e  o p e n i n g 

c e r e m o n y  o f  t h e 
inaugural Caribbean 
Investment Forum, 
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n 
Ambassador  Pe te r 
C a v e n d i s h  s t a t e d 
that he believes the 
Caribbean and Africa 
c a n  b e  t h e  g r e e n 
hydrogen producers 
of the future.

T h e  c e r e m o n y 
fo r  t he  Ca r ibbean 
Inves tment  Forum 
was organized by the 
C a r i b b e a n  E x p o r t 
Development Agency 
(Caribbean Export) 
i n  T r i n i d a d  a n d 
Tobago.  Following 
the event, Cavendish 
o p i n e d  t h a t  h e 
believes sustainable 
e n e rg y  i s  a n  a r e a 
in  which  bo th  the 
Caribbean and Africa 
h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
advantages and could 
significantly impact 
the world.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Cavendish,  Europe 
has  long  opera ted 
under the belief that 
it was energy secure 
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t . 
However,  he notes 
t h a t  a  s h i f t  h a s 
o c c u r r e d  w h i c h 
r e v e a l s  i t  t o  b e 
energy-dependent . 
“The Middle  East , 
the Norwegians, the 
Americans, and the 
Nige r i ans  s t epped 
in  to  help  us  wi th 
our energy needs in 
times of crisis. This 
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heralded a gigantic 
change that has taken 
place  in  European 
p s y c h o l o g y  a n d 
I  t h i n k  b o t h  t h e 
C a r i b b e a n  a n d 
African nations will 
be  ab le  to  benef i t 
f r o m  t h a t , ”  H e 
explained.

C a v e n d i s h 
m a i n t a i n s  t h a t 
the  Car ibbean has 
s e v e r a l  r e s o u r c e s 
from which one can 
draw energy, such as 
the winds, rivers, 19 
volcanoes, and ample 
amounts of sunlight 
f o r  s o l a r  e n e rg y. 
“You have a gigantic 
e n e rg y  a d v a n t a g e 
that will last through 
the lifetimes of you, 

your children, and 
your grandchildren,” 
he assured.

Both in his Keynote 
Address and at the 
p r e s s  con fe rence , 
Secre ta ry-Genera l 
o f  t h e  A f r i c a n 
C o n t i n e n t a l 
F r e e  Tr a d e  A r e a 
(AfCFTA) Wamkele 
Mene  h igh l igh t ed 
a common obstacle 
blocking growth and 
development in both 
the Caribbean and 
Afr ica .  According 
t o  M e n e ,  b o t h 
r e g i o n s  n e e d e d 
t o  r e t a i n  a  m u c h 
greater  percentage 
of the value created 
from their primary 
resources.  

A d d i t i o n a l l y , C a r i b b e a n  E x p o r t 

Executive Director 
D e o d a t  M a h a r a j 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t 
studies indicate that 
less than 10 cents of 
every tourism dollar 
spent in the Caribbean 
are retained in the 
Caribbean.

In an effort to further 
advance engagement 
b e t w e e n  A f r i c a 
and the Caribbean, 
The African EXIM 
B a n k  h a s  m a d e 
$900 mil l ion USD 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e 
region. Mene stated 
that he hopes Africa 
and the Caribbean 
will work together to 
align their strategies 
in order to increase 
trade and investment 
between the regions.  
According to  him, 
t h e  C a r i b b e a n  i s 
already regarded as 
“the sixth region” in 
AfCFTA.
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Slowing Global Economic Growth is Increasingly 
Evident, High-Frequency Data Show

By Tryggvi Gudmundsson

Global economic 
g r o w t h 

p r o s p e c t s  a r e 
confronting a unique 
mix of headwinds, 
i n c l u d i n g  f r o m 
Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, interest rate 
increases to contain 
inflation, and lingering 
pandemic effects such 
as China’s lockdowns 
and disrupt ions in 
supply chains.

I n  t u r n ,  o u r 
latest World Economic 
Outlook, released last 
month, lowered our 
global growth forecast 
for next year to 2.7 
percent, and we expect 
countries accounting 
for  more than one 
third of global output 
to  contract  dur ing 
part of this year or 
next. Moreover, as we 
discuss in our latest 
report prepared for 
the Group of Twenty, 
recent high-frequency 
indicators  confirm 
that the outlook is 

gloomier.
As the Chart of the 

Week shows, there 
has  been a  s teady 
worsening in recent 
months for purchasing 
manager indices that 
are tracking a range 
of G20 economies. 
These survey-based 
m e a s u r e s  g a u g e 
the  momentum of 
manufacturing and 
services activity.

A s  t h e  c h a r t 
illustrates, readings 
for a growing share 
o f  G 2 0  c o u n t r i e s 
h a v e  f a l l e n  f r o m 
expansionary territory 
earlier this year to 
l eve l s  t ha t  s igna l 
contraction. That is 
true for both advanced 
a n d  e m e r g i n g 
market economies, 
u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e 
slowdown’s global 
nature.

W h i l e  g r o s s 
d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t 
releases for the third 
quarter surprised on 

the upside in some 
ma jo r  economies , 
October PMI releases 
point to weakness in 
the fourth quarter, 
particularly in Europe. 
In China, intermittent 
pandemic lockdowns 
and the struggling 
r ea l  e s t a t e  s ec to r 
are contributing to a 
slowdown that can 
be seen not only in 
PMI data but also in 
investment, industrial 
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d 
r e t a i l  s a l e s .  T h i s 
will inevitably have 
a significant impact on 
other economies due 
to China’s large role 
in trade.

Desp i te  g rowing 

e v i d e n c e  o f  a 
g loba l  s l owdown , 
p o l i c y m a k e r s 
should continue to 
prioritize containing 
i n f l a t i o n ,  w h i c h 
is contributing to a 
cost-of-living crisis, 
hurting low-income 
and vulnerable groups 
the most. As our G20 
report  emphasizes, 
the macroeconomic 
policy environment is 
unusually uncertain.

However, continued 
fiscal and monetary 
tightening is likely 
n e e d e d  i n  m a n y 
countr ies  to  br ing 
d o w n  i n f l a t i o n 
a n d  a d d r e s s  d e b t 
vulnerabilities—and 

we do expect further 
tightening in many 
G20 economies  in 
the months ahead. 
Nonetheless,  these 
actions will continue 
to weigh on economic 
activity, especially 
in interest-sensitive 
s e c t o r s  s u c h  a s 
housing.

The challenges that 
the global economy is 
facing are immense and 
weakening economic 
indicators point to 
fur ther  chal lenges 
ahead. However, with 
careful policy action 
and joint multilateral 
efforts, the world can 
move toward stronger 
and more inclusive 
growth.

VACANCY 

Vacancy exists for a Head Cook at Ochuna 
Restaurant.

• Two (2) years Experience
• Resumé
• TWO (2) references

Please e-mail to: rhcasinotropicana@gmail.com

Deadline: Thursday, December 1st, 2022. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE
MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING

PHILIP GOLDSON HIGHWAY AND REMATE BYPASS UPGRADING PROJECT

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
SUPERVISION OF MINOR WORKS TO CREATE SAFE SCHOOL ZONES ALONG 

PHILIP GOLDSON HIGHWAY AND REMATE BYPASS

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
The Government of Belize (GOBZ) has received financing from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and the United Kingdom Caribbean Infrastructure 

Partnership Fund (UKCIF) towards the cost of the Philip Goldson Highway and Remate Bypass Upgrading Project and intends to apply a portion of the 
proceeds of this financing to eligible payments under a contract for which this invitation is issued. Payments by CDB will be made only at the request of GOBZ 
and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject in all respects to the terms and conditions of the Financing Agreements. The Financing Agreements prohibit 
withdrawals from the Financing Accounts for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the 
knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. No party 
other than GOBZ shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreements or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing.

The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing (MIDH) through its Project Execution Unit (PEU), the Executing Agency, now wishes to procure 
consultancy services to conduct a Safe School Zone assessment which will identify and recommend up to five (5) schools most vulnerable to the risks of Road 
Traffic Incidents, for minor infrastructural works to improve road safety.

The objective of the consultancy is to identify, design, develop cost estimates and bidding documents, and provide construction supervision of appropriate, 
proven effective infrastructure improvements such as speed bumps, zebra crossings, sidewalks, bollards and signage for select schools along the PGH Miles 24.5 
to 92 and the Remate Bypass.

Consultants should have the appropriate professional and academic qualifications and a minimum of 10 years’ relevant experience in the areas of civil engineering 
design and construction supervision. Relevant post-graduate qualifications will be considered an asset.

The assignment is expected to be implemented over a period of 10 months. 

The MIDH now invites interested eligible individual consultants to submit Expressions of Interest indicating qualifications and experience required to provide 
these consultancy services. 

Consultants shall be eligible to participate if:
 (a) the persons are citizens or bona fide residents of an eligible country; and
 
 (b)  in all cases, the consultant has no arrangement and undertakes not to make any arrangements, whereby any substantial part of the net profits or
   other tangible benefits of the contract will accrue or be paid to a person not a citizen or bona fide resident of an eligible country.

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. Consultants are advised to review the detailed eligibility criteria detailed in Section 4 and conflict of interest 
provisions in Section 5 of the Procurement Procedures for Projects Financed by CDB (January 2021) , as published on CDB’s website.

In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to qualifications and experience on similar assignments.

Only electronic submissions are required and must be received at the first address below no later than 10:00am on Monday 19th December 2022. An electronic 
copy must also be sent simultaneously to CDB at the second email addresses below. Each submission should include the name and address of the applicant and 
the subject should include “Expression of Interest - Consultancy Services for Design and Construction Supervision of Safe School Zones – Philip Goldson 
Highway and Remate Bypass Upgrading Project.” All information must be submitted in English.

Following the assessment of submissions, the most technically capable and appropriately experienced applicant will be invited to negotiate a contract to provide 
the consultancy services. GOBZ reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the present invitation partially or in its entirety. It will not be 
bound to assign any reason for not engaging the services of any applicant and will not defray any costs incurred by any applicant in the preparation and submission 
of Expressions of Interest.

Further information may be obtained from the first address below between 8:00am and 5:00pm local time Monday to Friday.

 1. Attention: Mr. Evondale Moody      2. Procurement Officer
  Project Coordinator         Procurement Policy Unit
  Project Execution Unit        Caribbean Development Bank 
  Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing   P.O. Box 408 
  Power Lane           Wildey
  Belmopan           St. Micheal
  BELIZE C.A.         BARBADOS, W.I.

  Tel: +501-828-5220         Tel: +1-246-539-1600
  Fax: +501-822-0563        Email: procurement@caribank.org 
  Email: peu@midh.gov.bz
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Politics and political 
parties are the 

necessary evil that make 
democracies work. Love 
it or hate it, we are pretty 
much stuck with it until 
we can find something 
better than democracy by 
which to govern mankind. 

Unless you are literally 
living under a rock, I 
believe the entire nation 
knows  the  d rama 

and infighting that is 
unfolding in the United 
Democratic Party. It’s 
sad, but something we 
have seen in the past in 
other parties. It’s sad 
for the party, sad for the 
constituency that the 
elected officials represent, 
and sad for the people 
and nation of Belize. 
However, because a part 
of governing is about 
actual individual power, 
we can expect this battle 
to be protracted, bloody 
and sometimes just plan 
nasty. 

This is the purging 
process  that  most 
modern political parties 
throughout the world 
have gone through and 
little Belize is apparently 
no different. I will not try 
to advise or give into to 

hope should be that it 
emerges stronger, more 
determined, more vocal 
and a stronger opposition 
in the house.

A weak opposition is 
never a good thing for 
the democratic process 
because it allows the 
governing administration 
to run rough shod  over 
the affairs of the nation 
and the people. For those 
People’s United Party 
members that may get 
angry, trust me when I 
say that I would be saying 
the same thing if the UDP 
was in power. 

As a Belizean citizen, 
there are three things that 
I love about my country. 
One, that regardless of 
what the critics may 
say, we still live in a 
democracy. Not a perfect 
one but a democracy, 
nevertheless. I can think 
of far worse places, 
Cuba, Venezuela, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Russia or 
North Korea. Just writing 
an article like this in most 
of these countries could 
land me in jail or as Salam 
Rushdie can attest, a 
death penalty. 

Secondly, we can still 
dissent peacefully, there 
may be some name 
calling, but we can do so 
mostly peaceful and we 
still respect the right for 
each citizen to vote. 

Thirdly, we respect the 
outcome of our electoral 
process with no violence. 
While we all agree that 
we can sharpen up the 
democratic process with 
things such as campaign 
finance reform and setting 
term limits for elected 
officials, democracy is 
still robust. 

I am of the firm opinion 
that what the nation needs 
is a strong alternative 
to the two mass parties 
that currently exchange 
power. If a party has the 
potential to tip the scales 
of power from either 
party, it will incentivize 
them to do much better 
since winning an election 
is not guaranteed. As we 
currently stand, all the 
opposition has to do, is 
buy time and eventually 
their turn will come 
again. Belizean politics 
has therefore become a 
waiting game and while 
the waiting happens, 
a major part of the 
population suffers. 

We are placed on this 
earth for a very short 
period of time. Before 
you realize it, your 
impact becomes less, 

and your time passes. If 
we come to this earth and 
throughout our lifetime, 
we do nothing to make 
this piece of rock that we 
all share a better place or 
improve the life of one 
human being, then we 
would have failed a major 
part of our mission here 
on earth. 

Politics, political 
p a r t i e s ,  a n d  t h e 
democratic process are a 
part of something larger 
and while we need to 
embrace it, we must 
also realize when our 
motives are purely selfish 
and all about the power, 
perks, and the trappings 
of political office. The 
United Democratic Party 
owes it to themselves and 
the nation of Belize to get 
their act together and get 
it together rather quickly. 

They have a great and 
huge responsibility to this 
nation because they are 
the legitimate opposition. 
They were elected with a 
mandate to protect and 
to serve as the people’s 
counterbalance in the 
house. Unfortunately, 
today they are failing at 
that and at representing 
the people who elected 
them. For some people 
this may be hard to 
grasp since  they want 
uncontested, unbridled 
power, but if you love 
your country more than 
party, you will always 
want a strong opposition. 

Belize is a young nation 
by international standards 
and there is much that 
can be admired about our 
nation. On the same hand 
there is much that is not. 
The task of building a 
nation is not an easy one. 
Even the great United 
States after over 246 
years of independence, 
with all the resources at its 
deposal, still gets it wrong 
sometimes. However, 
we must learn from 
other nations’ mistakes 
and trust me when I say 
that there are plenty of 
mistakes out in the real 
world.               

It’s all about the people!
Disc la imer:  the 

opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective 
of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on any 
number of topics.

His Majesty’s Loyal Opposition            
All about The People

the conflict that currently 
surrounds the party, 
since I am neither a party 
member nor any type of 
political pundit for that 
matter. As an independent 
thinker, I have always 

refrained from party 
politics because I do not 
believe in consensus of 
the masses. I want to be 
able to dissent even if it 
means going against the 
party line. That in itself 
does not make a good 
party member. I prefer to 

call a spade a spade and if 
your party is doing good, 
I will say it and if it is not, 
I will do so likewise. 

The good news about 
this entire episode, and 
some might not be 

able to see that today 
as  arguments  and 
disagreements continue 
to unfold, but the UDP 
will rebound. What it will 
look like after is anyone’s 
guess and only time will 
tell. However, if you love 
democracy, our collective 

Neri Briceno

. . . we must also realize when our motives 
are purely selfish and all about the power, 
perks, and the trappings of political office. 
The United Democratic Party owes it to 
themselves and the nation of Belize to get 
their act together and get it together rather 
quickly.
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MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING
GEORGE PRICE HIGHWAY UPGRADING PROJECT SECTION VI 

(SAN IGNACIO TO SUCCOTZ VILLAGE)
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE PEER REVIEW OF DESIGN DOCUMENTS 

REQUEST FOR TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL PROPOSALS
The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing (MIDH) through its Project Execution Unit (PEU), the 

Executing Agency, wishes to procure consultancy services for the Peer Review of Design Documents for the George 
Price Highway Upgrading Project - Section VI (San Ignacio to Succotz Village).

The objective of the consultancy is to:
 • Examine the Feasibility Study and Detailed Design 
 • Review & Update Topographic Survey and Designer’s Survey Data 
 • Establish Road Reserve and Design Survey Information 
 • Review of Site Investigation & Materials information 
 • Review of Environmental and Social Impact Assessment Report 
 • Review & Update Structural and Drainage Design 
 • Review Geometric (Horizontal & Vertical alignment) and Pavement Design 
 • Review Detailed Design and Make Adjustments 
 • Review Cost Estimates and Make Adjustments 
 • Produce Design Review Report and Required Design Modifications

MIDH now invites interested eligible consulting firms to submit Technical and Financial Proposals for the peer design 
review as per the Terms of Reference.

In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to qualifications and experience on similar assignments. 
The consulting team should consist of persons having the appropriate professional and academic qualifications and a 
minimum of 10 years relevant experience in the areas of highway/transportation engineering, structural/bridge engineer-
ing, soils and materials engineering, environmental specialization, social specialization, and construction supervision. 
Post Graduate qualifications in the required fields as well as specific experience locally and in the Caribbean will be 
an asset. 

The Key Experts required are as follows:
 1. Position K-1: Team Leader / Highway Engineer 
 2. Position K-2: Geotechnical Engineer

It is the consultant’s responsibility to ensure that their team has an appropriate mix of key and non-key experts to 
satisfy the requirements of the TOR.

All information must be submitted in English. Further information may be obtained from the address below between 
8:00am and 5:00pm local time Monday to Friday.

Proposals shall be submitted by email, in pdf format, to the email address below, no later than 10:00am local time on 
Monday 19 December 2022. The e-mail subject line should state, “TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL PROPOSALS 
FOR THE PEER DESIGN REVIEW OF SECTION VI OF THE GEORGE PRICE UPGRADING HIGHWAY 
PROJECT” and the body of the email must state the name and address of the applicant. The Proposals will be deemed 
to have been received at the time they are received by the receiving office in the address below. The burden of proving 
receipt of the email will be on the applicant and will not be met solely by a read receipt or sent items report generated 
by the applicant’s computer.

The Government of Belize reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the present invitation 
partially or in its entirety. It will not be bound to assign any reason for not engaging the services of any applicant and 
will not defray any costs incurred by any applicant in the preparation and submission of Proposals.

 1.  Attention: Mr. Evondale Moody
   Engineering Coordinator 
   Project Execution Unit 
   Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing 
   Belmopan 
   BELIZE, C.A. 
   Tel: +501-828-5220 
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HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER
Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited (SFXCU) is seeking a Human Resources 

Manager who can develop effective relationships with line managers and provide a professional 
HR service to the Credit Union.

Responsibilities:
• Performance management – deliver performance management programs that drive a
  high performance culture.
• Recruitment and selection – direct and manage the recruitment and selection process,
  and engage with managers in interviewing and assessment procedures.
• Learning and development – implement and monitor effectiveness of training
  programs.
• Human resources policy – develop, implement and maintain human resources policies
  across the organisation, including training programs to educate and promote awareness
  of regulatory compliance.
• Reporting and management of human resources metrics – produce reports on key
  metrics, including remuneration and benefits, absenteeism and turnover.
• Leadership – mentor direct reports and provide coaching to help them reach their
  potential.

Requirements:
• Minimum a Bachelor’s Degree in human resources management or business
  management and extensive knowledge of and experience within an HR environment.
• A demonstrated track record in developing and implementing strategic business and 
 HR objectives within a complex, multi-business organisation
• Superior interpersonal, coaching, communication, negotiation and consultative skills 
 at all levels.
• Ability to engage with and win the respect of leaders to successfully influence them
  on key change initiatives.
• Demonstrated commitment to health, safety and environmental policies and 
 procedures, including development and training of staff in these areas.
• Flexible working hours, Driver License and willing to travel as required.

Deadline for applying December 2nd, 2022.
To apply for this exciting and rewarding opportunity, kindly forward your resume, cover 

letter, copies of qualifications, police record and two references to:

Rafael Dominguez Sr. 
General Manager 

Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited
#79- Corner 5th Avenue & 1st street North 

Corozal Town, Belize C.A. 
Or via email to sfxavier@btl.net

AUDITOR
Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited (SFXCU) is looking for an Internal Auditor 

to add value and improve our operations by bringing a systematic and disciplined approach to 
the effectiveness of risk management, control, and governance processes.

Responsibilities:
• To assist in the full audit cycle including risk management and control management 
 over operations’ effectiveness, financial reliability and compliance with all applicable
  directives and regulations 
• Determine internal audit scope and develop annual plans
• Obtain, analyse and evaluate accounting documentation, previous reports, data,
  flowcharts etc 
• Prepare and present reports that reflect audit’s results and document process
• Act as an objective source of independent advice to ensure validity, legality and goal 
 achievement
• Identify loopholes and recommend risk aversion measures and cost savings 
• Maintain open communication with management and Supervisory committee
• Document process and prepare audit findings memorandum Conduct follow up audits 
 to monitor management’s interventions 
• Engage to continuous knowledge development regarding policies, regulations, best
  practices, tools, techniques, and performance standards.

Requirements and skills:
• Proven working experience as Internal Auditor or Senior Auditor
• Advanced computer skills on MS Office, accounting software and databases
• Ability to manipulate large amounts of data and to compile detailed reports
• Proven knowledge of auditing standards and procedures, laws, rules and regulations
• High attention to detail and excellent analytical skills
• Sound independent judgement
• 3-5 years’ experience
• Flexible working hours, driver license and willing to travel as required.
• BS degree in Accounting or Finance

Deadline for applying December 2nd, 2022.
Applicant must send their resume, cover letter, copies of qualifications, police record and 

two references to:
Supervisory Committee

Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited
#79- Corner 5th Avenue & 1st street North 

Corozal Town, Belize C.A.
Or via email to sfxavier@btl.net

DEBT COLLECTOR/BAILIFF
We are looking for a reliable Debt Collector/Bailiff to contact debtors and claim outstanding 

debts. You will be responsible for recovering the money owed in as little time as possible.

Responsibilities:
• Keep track of assigned accounts to identify outstanding debts
• Plan course of action to recover outstanding payments
• Locate and contact debtors to inquire of their payment status
• Negotiate payoff deadlines or payment plans
• Handle questions or complaints
• Investigate and resolve discrepancies
• Create trust relationships with debtors when possible to avoid future issues
• Update account status and database regularly
• Alert superiors of debtors unwilling or unable to pay when necessary
• Comply with requirements when legal action is unavoidable

Requirements and skills:
• Proven experience as debt collector
• Experience in working with targets and tight deadlines
• Knowledge of relevant legal requirements
• Working knowledge of MS Office and databases
• Excellent communication and people skills
• Apt in negotiating and persuading
• Ability to be polite and compassionate without lacking confidence
• Associate Degree in paralegal is preferred
• Driver License and willing to travel as required

Deadline for applying December 2nd, 2022.
To apply for this exciting and rewarding opportunity, kindly forward your resume, cover 

letter, copies of qualifications, police record and two references to:

Rafael Dominguez Sr. 
General Manager 

Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited
#79- Corner 5th Avenue & 1st street 

North Corozal Town, Belize C.A.
Or via email to sfxavier@btl.net

TELLERS
Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union is seeking to recruit highly motivated Tellers to join 

our team. The successful applicants will work as part of the member services team responsible 
for providing an excellent member services experience to both existing members and potential 
new members.

The successful candidate will be responsible for carrying out a range of operational and 
administrative duties that will contribute to the effective day to day running of the credit union.

Major Duties and Responsibilities:
1. Serve members by completing account transactions. 
2. Effectively manage cash handling and balancing.
3. Comply with the CU operations and security procedures by participating in all training
  sessions, conventions, etc.
4. Answer questions to provide relevant information to members and/or refer members 
 to other services as necessary.
5. Maintain member confidence and protect the CU operations by keeping information
  confidential.
6. Ascertain members’ needs and inform the membership of new services and promotions. 
7. Actively contribute to team effort by accomplishing related results as needed. 
8. Work at all times in a courteous, friendly and professional manner, preserving
  confidentiality and adhering strictly to all policies and procedures of the Credit Union.

Qualifications & Requirements:
1. Associated degree in Business Administration
2. Working experience is a plus.

Skills:
•  Customer Service Excellence 
• Thoroughness and Attention to details 
• Bi lingual (English & Spanish) 
• Good communication Skills 
• Integrity 
• Documentation Skills 
• Interpersonal Trustworthy

Deadline for applying December 2nd, 2022.
The application package should include: Application letter, Resume, Proof of Academic and 

Professional Qualifications, copy of social security card, two references, and recent police 
record to:

Rafael Dominguez Sr. 
General Manager 

Saint Francis Xavier Credit Union Limited
#79- Corner 5th Avenue & 1st street 

North Corozal Town, Belize C.A. 
Or via email to sfxavier@btl.net

JOB VACANCIES
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules  are 
extremely easy: Fill 
all empty squares so 
that the numbers 1 to 
9 appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the  easy  puzzles , 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only make 
moves based on logical 
deductions.  There 
is only one unique 
solution for each puzzle.

1 billion young people are at risk for hearing loss
Turning down the racket isn’t just for 

disgruntled parents — a new study has shown 
it could protect more than 1 billion people at 
risk for hearing loss.

When it comes to phones, music, movies and 
shows, it’s common for adolescents and young 
adults to listen too loud and too long, according 
to the study published Tuesday in the journal 
BMJ Global Health.

“We estimated that 0.67 to 
1.35 billion individuals aged 
12-34 years worldwide likely 
engage in unsafe listening 
practices,” and are therefore 
at risk for hearing loss, said 
lead study author Lauren 
Dillard via email. Dillard 
is a consultant to the World 
Health Organization and a 
postdoctoral fellow at the 
Medical University of South 
Carolina.

Exposure to sound at too 
high a volume can fatigue the 
sensory cells and structures in 
the ear, Dillard said. If that 
goes on for too long, they 
can become permanently 
damaged, resulting in hearing 
loss, tinnitus or both.

Researchers conducted a 
meta-analysis of scientific 
art icles regarding unsafe 
listening practices published 
between 2000 and 2021 across 
three databases, the study said.

The unsafe practices were tracked according 
to use of headphones as well as attendance at 
entertainment venues, such as concerts, bars 
and clubs, according to the study.

The US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention limits safe noise levels at around 
85 decibels over 40 hours a week. If you are 
listening for only 2½ hours over a day, that is 

the equivalent of about 92 decibels, the study 
said.

Plugged into a smartphone downloaded with 
MP3 audio files, listeners often choose volumes 
as high as 105 decibels, and venues often range 
from 104 to 112 decibels, the study said.

For tunate ly,  pol ic ies ,  bus inesses  and 
individuals can put measures into place to 
encourage safe listening and protect hearing 

from damage over time, Dillard said.
The analysis of the study was rigorous, 

and the evidence is compelling that hearing 
loss should be a public health priority, said 
De Wet Swanepoel, professor of audiology 
at the University of Pretoria in South Africa. 
Swanepoel was not affiliated with the study.

“Music is a gift to be enjoyed for a lifetime,” 
said Swanepoel, who is also editor in chief of 

the International Journal of Audiology. “The 
message is to enjoy your music but safely.”

Whether listening on your own device or at a 
concert, Dillard cautioned that ringing ears is a 
good sign that the music was too loud.

There are ways to prevent the damage before 
you notice the effects, however. Some devices 
allow people to monitor their listening levels 
in the device settings, she said. Some even will 

alert you when you’ve been 
listening too loud for too long.

“If your device says you are 
listening at unsafe levels, turn 
down the volume and listen to 
music for shorter periods of 
time,” Dillard said via email.

Experts cannot conclusively 
say which headphones are the 
safest for listening, Dillard 
said, but she did recommend 
u s i n g  o n e s  t h a t  r e d u c e 
background noise ,  which 
may help keep the volume at 
lower levels since you don’t 
need to drown out the noise 
around you.

But you don’t always have 
control of the volume dial. 
If you are at a loud concert 
or venue, you can protect 
your hearing by standing 
further away from speakers 
and taking breaks away from 
the noise, if possible, Dillard 
said.

And it always helps to use some ear protection 
— even the foam ear plugs will do, she added.

“Hearing is the sense that connects us to 
the people we love,” Swanepoel said in an 
email. “Taking care of our hearing is key to 
maintaining healthy relationship(s) and general 
health and well-being. Primary prevention in 
early adults is critical to avoid earlier onset and 
accelerated age-related hearing loss.”
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Article 23: Right to Work
Contributed By  The Human Rights Commission

Universa l  Dec lara t ion  o f  Human 
Rights at 70: 30 Articles on 30 Articles, 
2018

As First Lady of the United States, 
E l e a n o r  R o o s e v e l t  t o l d  s t r i k i n g 

workers in 1941 that she had always “felt 
it was important that everyone who was a 
worker join a labour organization, because 
the ideals of the organized labour movement 
are high ideals.” 

Five years later, when she headed the United 
Nations committee drafting the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), she 
gave international labour organisations an 
important role in shaping the Declaration to 
reflect their vision of how the world should 
develop.

The American Federation of Labour had 
a full-time staff person at the UN while the 
UDHR was being drafted – Toni Sender, 
a politician and journalist who had fled 
Nazi Germany. Along with other labour 
representatives, she argued forcefully for 
the specific inclusion of trade union rights. 
Roosevelt also helped ensure that 

Article 23 spelled out, in four paragraphs, 
the  r igh t  of  “everyone”  to  work ,  wi th 
equal  pay for  equal  work,  and without 
discrimination. The right to form and join 
trade unions is also clearly enunciated.

“I belong to the generation of workers 
who, born in the villages and hamlets of 
rural Poland, had the opportunity to acquire 
education and find employment in industry, 
becoming… conscious of their rights and 
importance in society.”

–Lech Walesa, head of the Solidarity trade 
union and subsequently President of Poland

In its third paragraph, Article 23 calls for 
“just and favourable remuneration” to ensure 
“an existence worthy of human dignity” for 
workers and their families, reflecting again a 
vision of a better world than the just-defeated 
Nazi Germany with its slave labour.

The drafters  buil t  on the work of  the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO), 
one of the few institutions from the League 
of Nations to become incorporated into the 
United Nations, when it was created in 1945. 
Just as the UN was founded in the wake of 
the Second World War, the ILO had been set 
up in 1919 out of the ashes of the First World 
War. It pursued the vision that universal, 
lasting peace can be established only if it is 

based on social justice. 
Lat in American delegates ,  along with 

those from the Communist  bloc (whose 
ideology espoused full employment), were 
instrumental in formulating the final text of 
Article 23. The Soviet Union, in particular, 
wanted not only the final terminology of 
“protection against unemployment,” but 
greater obligations on states to prevent 
unemployment. 

Over the past 25 years, the number of 
workers  l iv ing in  extreme pover ty  has 
declined dramatically, but unemployment is 
still a major issue, with more than 204 million 
people unemployed around the world in 2015.  

Equal pay for equal work is still a dream in 

most countries. More generally, women face 
enduring obstacles in achieving economic 
empowerment. According to the World Bank, 
about 155 countries have at least one law 
that limits women’s economic opportunities, 
while 100 states place restrictions on the 
types of jobs women can do. In 18 states, 
husbands can dictate whether their wives 
can work at all.

Child labour also st i l l  exists  in many 
countries. The ILO says 152 million children 
are  engaged in  mental ly,  physical ly  or 
socially dangerous work that prevents them 
from getting an education. In Africa, one in 
five children is a child labourer, with smaller 
proportions in other parts of the world. 
Globally, around half of the victims of child 
labour are between five and 11 years old. 

One of the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) is devoted to decent work and 
economic growth. The UN hopes to eradicate 
forced labour, slavery and human trafficking, 
and achieve full and productive employment 
and decent work for all women and men by 
2030.

Unfortunately, by many measures, the world 
is slipping back, not progressing, in protecting 
workers’ rights. The International Trade 
Union Confederation (ITUC) promotes and 
defends workers’ rights. In its 2018 Global 

Rights Index, it says an increasing number 
of countries are chipping away at labour 
protection and persecuting advocates for 
workers’ rights in an effort to undermine trade 
unions and create a climate of intimidation 
among workers and unions.

In 2018, it reported, governments in three 
of the world’s most populous countries – 
China, Indonesia and Brazil – passed laws 
that denied workers freedom of association, 
restricted free speech and used the military 
to suppress labour disputes.

While workers have the right, on paper, to 
freedom of association, in 2018, 92 out of 
142 countries surveyed by the ITUC excluded 
certain categories of workers (for example, 
part-time employees) from this right. At the 
same time, many consumers, largely as a 
result of sustained advocacy by civil society 
organizations, are becoming more aware 
of the issues covered in Article 23, such as 
being paid a living wage and working in safe 
conditions. 

In addition to States, all companies, whatever 
their size or sector, have a responsibility to 
respect core labor rights such as the right to 
work, and the right to freedom of association 
and collective bargaining. This responsibility 
applies across a company’s global value 
chain and follows from the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights, 
adopted by the United Nations in 2011.

“There is no longer a choice for business 
to act responsibly.”

– John Ruggie, author of UN Guiding 
Principles on Business & Human Rights

UN Human Rights Chief Michelle Bachelet 
argues that there is a “colossal” cost to 
violations of economic and social rights. 
Excluding people with disabilities from the 
work force, for example, can cost economies 
as much as seven percent of GDP. 

“Evidence from many business sectors 
indicates that respecting human rights can 
have a direct impact on a company’s bottom 
line,” she says. Consumers also have a role 
to play in examining the “human rights issues 
related to the goods they buy and the services 
they pay for.”

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by 
our columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.

“I belong to the generation of workers 
who, born in the villages and hamlets of 
rural Poland, had the opportunity to acquire 
education and find employment in industry, 
becoming… conscious of their rights and 
importance in society.”

–Lech Walesa, head of the Solidarity trade 
union and subsequently President of Poland
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Green, Yellow, Black and Blue!An ice sheet is a mass of 
glacial land ice extending 
more than 50,000 square 
kilometers (20,000 square 
miles). Ice sheets once cov-
ered much of the North-
ern Hemisphere during a 
series of Pleistocene Ice 
Ages. Now, Earth has just 
two ice sheets: one covers 
most of Greenland, the 
largest island in the world, 
and the other spans across 
the Antarctic continent. 
Ice sheets are constantly 
in motion, spreading out 
under their own weight in 
broad domes.  

Together, the Antarctic 
and Greenland Ice Sheets 
contain more than 99 per-
cent of the land ice and 
over 68 percent of the fresh 
water on Earth. Ice sheets 
are an important resource 
because they contribute 
vital ecosystem services, 
such as keeping fresh wa-
ter frozen as ice—acting 
as global water towers. If 
global emissions continue 
at their current rate, Earth’s 
ice sheets are vulnerable 
to massive ice loss that 
could substantially raise 
sea levels. 

For example, the Ant-
arctic Ice Sheet covers 
almost 14 million square 
kilometers (5.4 million 
square miles), roughly 
the area of the contiguous 
United States and Mexico 
combined. The Antarctic 
Ice Sheet measures nearly 

4.9 kilometers (3 miles) 
at its thickest point and 
contains about 30 million 
cubic kilometers (7.2 mil-
lion cubic miles) of ice. 
If the entire Antarctic Ice 
Sheet melted, sea level 
would rise about 60 meters 
(200 feet).

The Greenland Ice 
Sheet covers about 80 
percent of the world’s larg-
est island, stretching across 
1.7 million square kilo-
meters (656,000 square 
miles)—an area about 
three times the size of 
Texas. At its thickest point, 
the Greenland Ice Sheet 
measures over 3 kilom-
eters (1.9 miles) thick and 
contains about 2.9 million 
cubic kilometers (696,000 

Ice sheets and Glaciers

cubic miles) of ice. If the 
entire Greenland Ice Sheet 
melted, sea level would 
rise about 7.4 meters (24 
feet). 

Is an ice sheet different 
from a glacier?

An ice sheet is a type 
of glacier. An ice sheet 
is a mass of glacial land 
ice, extending more than 
50,000 square kilometers 
(20,000 square miles). 
During the last ice age, 
ice sheets also covered 
much of North America 
and Scandinavia. Now, 
Earth has two ice sheets: 
one covers most of Green-
land, the largest island in 
the world, and the other 
spans across the Antarctic 
continent. 

The Antarctic Ice Sheet 

extends almost 14 mil-
lion square kilometers 
(5.4 million square miles), 
roughly the area of the 
contiguous United States 
and Mexico combined. It 
also contains about 30 mil-
lion cubic kilometers (7.2 
million cubic miles) of ice. 

The Greenland Ice 
Sheet contains about 2.9 
million cubic kilometers 
(0.7 million cubic miles) 
of ice. The ice sheet 
extends about 1.7 mil-
lion square kilometers 
(656,000 square miles), 
covering 80 percent of the 
world’s largest island, and 
is equivalent to about three 
times the size of Texas. It 
contains about 2.9 million 
cubic kilometers (696,000 
cubic miles) of ice.
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Sugar impasse threatens start of crop season 

Th e  i m p a s s e 
b e t w e e n  t h e 

Belize Sugar Cane 
Farmers Association 
(BSCFA) and Belize 
S u g a r  I n d u s t r i e s 
L i m i t e d  ( B S I )  / 
A m e r i c a n  S u g a r 
Refinery (ASR) is 
very much alive and 
i s  th rea ten ing  the 
start of the new cane 
crop  season.  Both 
parties coming to an 
amicable agreement, 
at this point, seems 

ASR/BSI's Shawn Chavarria Prime Minister John Briceno BSCFA's Alfredo Ortega

l ike an impossible 
s i tua t ion .  Tha t  i s 
what Prime Minister 
John Briceño who is 
also a cane farmer 
told reporters earlier 
in the week. 

B r i c e ñ o  s a i d , 
“Both sides need to 
be able to sit down as 
adults and try to find 
a  common ground 
to be able to move 
this thing forward. 
And, unfortunately, 
I  be l ieve  in  some 

instances, they have 
pinned themselves 
in a corner and they 
can't find their way 
out of that corner." 

On one corner you 
have the BSCFA- the 
largest cane farmers 
assoc ia t ion  in  the 
n o r t h ,  w a n t i n g  a 
different commercial 
agreement that would 
be more beneficial 
to its members. On 
t h e  o t h e r  c o r n e r , 
y o u  h a v e  A S R /

BSIwhich says that 
the BSCFA’s request 
for a 60-40 split on 
t h e  p r i c e - s h a r i n g 
m e c h a n i s m  c a n 
plunge the company 
into bankruptcy. 

 BSCFA’s Chairman 
of the Committee of 
Management Alfredo 
Ortega explained that 
“the net strip value 
that has been used 
for many years we 
want to change that 
as a gross revenue 

and we have put to 
the table a 60/40 on 
which we are saying 
come to  the  t ab le 
lets us negotiate, but 
that is the thing that 
BSI doesn't want to 
do this .”  Malcolm 
McLachlan, who is 
the Vice President 
f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Relations for ASR, 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e 
company’s position, 
saying that “the mill 
is not in a position 
to suddenly transfer 
a  huge  amount  o f 
money,  and  we 've 
said all the way along. 
We can look at other 
formulas as long as it 
doesn't disadvantage 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  A n d 
t h a t  r e m a i n s  o u r 
position.” 

 Shawn Chavarria, 
ASR/BSI’s Finance 
Director, added that 
“the main difference 
between our proposal 
and the B.S.C.F.A’s 
is that when it comes 
t o  e x p o r t  d i r e c t 
consumption sugar 
because they don’t 
want a manufacturing 
allowance and to be 
sharing in that cost. 
…We assume all the 
risks, all the shipping 
costs related to that, 
and  we va lue  tha t 
sugar as raw sugar 
– same sixty-forty, 
b u t  t h e y ’ v e  a l s o 
r e j e c t e d  t h a t .  S o 
we’re  a t  the  point 
now where really I 
think the B.S.C.F.A. 
keeps  mov ing  the 
goalpost.”

 However, Ortega 
says that ASR/BSI, 
“Does not  want to 
c h a n g e  a n y t h i n g ; 
t h e y  w a n t  u s  t o 
accept what they are 
bringing to the table. 
We  a re  no t  foo l s . 
We understand very 
clear. We know what 
the farmers need and 
that is why we are 

calling them to the 
table  to  come and 
negotiate."

 S o  w i t h  b o t h 
the farmer and the 
m i l l e r  s t i c k i n g 
to  the i r  pos i t ions , 
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n 
fo r  a  med ia to r  t o 
intervene to provide 
an amicable solution 
was accepted. And 
that’s as far as it has 
gotten. A mediator 
has  s t i l l  no t  been 
appointed. Briceño 
w h o  m a d e  t h e 
suggestion in August 
said, “At that time 
BSI was not prepared. 
Now, BSI said ‘yes.’ 
I gave a name. BSI 
accepted the name. 
But  now the  cane 
farmers are saying, 
well, we don't want 
to accept that name 
because BSI never 
gave in that name. It's 
just endless games 
that both sides are 
playing.” 

 That game might 
v e r y  w e l l  g o  o n 
beyond  December 
19, which is the date 
that ASR/BSIwants 
t o  s t a r t  m i l l i n g . 
T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y 
tha t  BSCFA aga in 
blocks the factory’s 
entrances to prevent 
members  o f  o the r 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o 
deliver cane is still a 
possibility especially 
if ASR/BSI decides 
to start  the season 
without a commercial 
agreement with the 
BSCFA. 

 The government’s 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a t 
this t ime is highly 
unlikely. The BSCFA 
is calling on Prime 
M i n i s t e r  J o h n 
Briceño to intervene 
as he did in 2021. 
Br i ceño  answered 
t h a t  c a l l ,  s a y i n g 
“Well, we can't in a 
way because these are 
two private entities.” 



Page 22         Sunday, November 20th, 2022   THE REPORTER

Census 2022 preliminary report delayed 
due to Hurricane Lisa and other factors

The Sta t i s t i ca l 
I n s t i t u t e  o f 

Belize (SIB) says that 
the preliminary report 
for the 2022 Population 
and Housing Census 
will not be ready until 
mid-2023.

The SIB explained 
this week that there 
were  a  number  of 
challenges, but that 
the greatest setback 
in  the  conc lus ion 
for counting in the 
Belize District was the 
impact of Hurricane 
Lisa, which hit  on 
November 2.

A c t i n g  D e p u t y 
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l 
of the SIB Miriam 
Willoughby said that 
the preliminary report 
is projected to be ready 
in June, noting that the 
census had kicked off 
with over 600 field 
staff but the number 
has been reduced to 
just over 100. Counting 
has concluded in the 
Corozal, Orange Walk, 
and Toledo districts, 
as well as areas such 
as  Ambergris Caye 
a n d  S a n  I g n a c i o . 

C o u n t i n g  i n  t h e 
Stann Creek district 
is set to conclude by 
November 20, and the 
counting in Belmopan 

is expected to run until 
the end month.

"Belize City will 
be  the  las t  a rea ," 
Willoughby said. "We 

were mostly affected 
in the south side. We 
have several areas 
t ha t  we  won ' t  be 
able to access right 

now, so we'll have to 
continue to monitor to 
see if we will be able 
to finish these areas 
by December. We’re 

looking at the first 
week in December 
now,"  Wil loughby 
said.

S h e  a d d e d  t h a t 
considerations are 
being made to scale 
down the level  of 
questions in areas that 
were severely affected 
by Hurricane Lisa, 
to only capture only 
basic demographic 
information to lessen 
the time field staff 
spend with people in 
these areas.

" T h e  i m p o r t a n t 
thing is that we want 
to make sure we get a 
complete count of the 
country right now," 
she added.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
estimates based on 
the current count hint 
at the possibility of 
the population being 
just above 400,000; 
however,  with the 
level of counting yet 
to be concluded and 
the preliminary report 
not due until next year, 
estimates at this time 
will come with some 
level of inaccuracy.

The Census' field staff has been reduced from about 600 to about 100 persons. 
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Tropic Air CEO Steve Schulte

Tropic Air flies to San Pedro Sula
By William Ysaguirre

Tr o p i c  A i r 
i n a u g u r a t e d 

i t s  n e w  n o n - s t o p 
service to San Pedro 
Su la  Honduras  on 
Tuesday, November 
19. 

T r o p i c  A i r  w a s 
f o u n d e d  t o  b r i n g 
tourists to San Pedro, 
A m b e r g r i s  C a y e , 
affirmed Tropic Air 
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e 
Officer Steve Schulte. 
The departure time 
is a bit earlier than 
the Philip Goldson 
Airpor t  i s  used to 
but  the aim of the 
new route is to help 
grow the overnight 
tour ism sector,  by 
connecting to COPA, 
which does not fly to 
Belize regularly. 

C O PA p r e s e n t l y 
o n l y  f l i e s  i n t o 
Belize once a week. 
T h e  s e r v i c e  w i l l 
b e  a n  e x p e n s i v e 
investment at first, 
until the flights are 
fu l ly  booked ,  and 
he anticipates that it 

may take two years 
before Tropic begins 
to see any returns. 
But it was important 
to start somewhere, to 
grow the industry, to 
serve our neighbors 
w h o  a r e  a l s o  o u r 
friends, as Honduras 
has always welcomed 
Belizean airlines to 
fly there with very 
little formalities.

Minister of Tourism 
H o n .  A n t h o n y 
Mahler congratulated 
Schulte on the new 
service, on blazing 
t ra i l s  to  g row the 
B e l i z e  t o u r i s m 
industry and to build 
the resilience of the 
Belize tourism sector, 
helping it to rebound 
f r o m  t h e  i m p a c t s 
o f  t he  COVID 19 

pandemic,  the war 
i n  U k r a i n e  a n d 
Hurricane Lisa. 

Airlift into a country 
is the l ifeblood of 

the tourism sector, 
Mahler said, and the 
ministry has put a lot 
of effort to increase 
the number of flights 

into Belize, and to 
s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l 
air l ine sector.  The 
ministry considers 
r e g i o n a l  t r a v e l 
important  to  grow 
the inflow of visitors 
to Belize, and it will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  c o u r t 

airlines from Central 
America and Latin 
America,  with the 
hope to eventually 
i n t r o d u c e  f l i g h t s 

from Europe.
T h e r e  a r e  s o m e 

5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  6 0 , 0 0 0 
people in Belize with 
t i e s  t o  H o n d u r a s , 
Mahler  noted,  and 
this is an important 
marke t  fo r  Be l i ze 
tourism, just as there 
are many more with 
ties to El Salvador, 
t o  w h i c h  T r o p i c 
A i r  i n t r o d u c e d  a 
non-stop service in 
February.

T h e  B e e c h c r a f t 
1 9 0 0  t w i n - e n g i n e 
t u r b o p r o p  t o o k 
40  minu tes  to  f ly 
t o  t h e  R a m o n 
Vi l l e d a  M o r a l e s 
International Airport 
in San Pedro Sula, 
where the company’s 
a g e n t s  w e l c o m e d 
the i r  a r r i va l  w i th 
c h a m p a g n e .  T h e 
service  wi l l  begin 
with two flights per 
week,  bu t  Schul te 
s a i d  m o r e  f l i g h t s 
would be added as 
demand grows.    

This is the fourth 
r o u t e  t h e  C e n t r a l 
America that Tropic 
Air has begun.
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